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Advocating for Amendment 3: Legalizing Recreational Marijuanain Florida

Tallahassee, FL — With the November ballot approaching, proponents of Amendment 3 are gearing up for a
significant push to legalize recreational marijuanain Florida. This amendment aimsto allow adults over the
age of 21 to purchase, possess, and consume limited amounts of marijuana, positioning cannabis regulation
on par with alcohol.

A History of Advocacy

The journey to legalize marijuanain Florida began with the successful campaigns to introduce medical
marijuana. Advocates recall the challenges faced during these earlier efforts, where politicians warned that
medical marijuana dispensaries would lead to increased crime and youth drug use. However, these fears
proved unfounded. Today, nearly one million Floridians benefit from medical marijuana, providing them
with a safer alternative to opioids and other addictive narcotics, without the risk of legal repercussions.

The Casefor Amendment 3

“1 believe now isthe time to treat marijuana the same as we treat beer, wine, and spirits,” said a leading
advocate for Amendment 3. The proposed amendment promises to bring numerous benefits, including the
creation of tens of thousands of jobs, the generation of hundreds of millions of dollars in state revenue, and a
reduction in taxpayer costs associated with prosecuting minor possession offenses.

Key Motivations

Two primary motivations drive support for Amendment 3:

Youth Safety: A study by the American Medical Association found a decrease in teen marijuana use in states
that legalized recreational marijuana, dispelling fears that |egalization would increase youth consumption.

Public Health: Dangerous chemicalsin illegal marijuana pose a significant health risk. State Rep. Ralph
Massullo highlighted that a substantial portion of marijuana confiscated by law enforcement contains harmful
additives like fentanyl, meth, and illegal herbicides. Legalizing and regulating marijuana would ensure that
consumers have access to safe, tested products.

Ensuring Safety and Compliance

Proponents argue that, like medical marijuana, recreational cannabis should be subject to rigorous testing to
ensure purity and safety. Lawmakers would need to implement restrictions ssimilar to those for tobacco, such



as prohibiting smoking in public places, near schools, and in indoor public spaces.
Overcoming Opposition

Despite expected opposition and misinformation campaigns, supporters of Amendment 3 remain confident.
Past experiences have shown that voters can see through the rhetoric. In previous campaigns, over 70% of
voters dismissed the fal se claims made by opponents, a trend advocates hope will continue.

As November approaches, the focus is on mobilizing support and educating the public about the benefits of
Amendment 3. Advocates urge Floridians to stand up for common-sense laws, public safety, and personal
freedom by supporting the amendment.
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