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Man Charged Federally for Alleged Cross-Country
Cannabis Flightsin Cessna

An Oakland pilot has been indicted on federal chargesin Richmond, Virginia, for allegedly using his Cessna
to transport hundreds of pounds of marijuana across the country. The indictment cameto light after the
individual financing the operations turned informant.

Details of the I ndictment

Quentin Helgren, the pilot in question, was indicted in late May by afederal grand jury on charges of
distributing more than 50 kilograms of marijuana. This charge carries a potential maximum sentence of 20
yearsin prison and a $250,000 fine.

Investigation and I nfor mant

Helgren's legal troubles began with an investigation into another individual now cooperating with federal
authorities. According to court records, this unnamed informant had been organizing weekly clandestine
cannabis salesin Virginia, where marijuana possession is legal, but commercial sales are not. The informant
allegedly hired Helgren to transport the marijuana.

In January, federal authorities raided the cooperating witness' s warehouse and discovered hundreds of
pounds of marijuana. Faced with these charges, the informant turned on Helgren, providing detailed accounts
of multiple flightsin 2023. Helgren allegedly flew between 85 and 120 pounds of marijuanato Virginia per
trip and received payments ranging from $12,500 to $15,000 for each journey.

Evidence and Arrest

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) corroborated the informant’ s claims using cellphone data and
hotel records, which confirmed that Helgren had been traveling between Oakland and Virginia throughout
2023.

Helgren was arrested in the Bay Areain May and has been released from jail pending further legal
proceedings. His arraignment is scheduled for June 12, according to court records. As part of the criminal
prosecution, federal prosecutors have also filed a petition to seize Helgren’s 1978 Cessna under asset
forfeiture laws.

This case highlights the ongoing efforts of federal authorities to clamp down on illegal marijuana distribution
across state lines, even as the legal landscape for cannabis continues to evolve at the state level.
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