
GOP Congressman's Optimism: Florida Voters
Likely to Approve Cannabis Legalization

Rep. Brian Mast (R-FL), co-chair of the Congressional Cannabis Caucus, expressed optimism in an exclusive
interview with The Dales Report about Florida voters passing a marijuana legalization initiative this
November. He emphasized that Florida, a state “at the forefront of freedom,” could set a precedent for other
states with its potential cannabis market.

Polling Trends and Congressional Response

Despite mixed polling results, including recent surveys showing majority support but uncertainty about
meeting the 60% threshold required for passage, Mast believes Florida’s move towards legalization will
intensify pressure on Congress. He argued that each state’s legalization serves as a federal case for
addressing issues like cannabis banking and descheduling.

Congressional Hurdles on Cannabis Banking

However, Mast cast doubt on Congress passing the SAFE Banking Act by November, attributing delays to
bipartisan resistance in the House and Senate. He criticized Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer for
stalling the Senate version after committee approval last year, relegating cannabis reform to a “back-burner”
issue.

Reflecting on Legislative Dynamics

Mast acknowledged misjudging the DEA’s move to propose rescheduling cannabis this year, highlighting
ongoing discrepancies in cannabis policy versus other state-regulated issues like abortion rights. He
emphasized the need for consistent standards across legislative debates.

Legislative Wins and Ongoing Efforts

Despite challenges, Mast celebrated recent victories, including facilitating VA doctors’ ability to recommend
medical marijuana and advocating for Second Amendment rights of cannabis users in legal states.
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