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GOP Congressman Foresees Florida's Path to
Cannabis L egalization

Republican Congressman Brian Mast of Florida strongly believes the state will approve a cannabis
legalization measure on Election Day. Mast, an advocate for cannabis reform, stated the measure “will pass’
and emphasized that Floridais “at the forefront of freedom,” potentially serving as amodel for other states.

Bipartisan Support for Cannabis Reform

Mast highlighted that cannabis policy reform transcends party lines, impacting both Republican and
Democratic voters. He noted, “ There have been people elected in for ssmply supporting cannabis as an
issue.” This underscores the political and social significance of cannabis legalization.

National I mplications

Florida' s move towards cannabis legalization reflects a broader trend across the U.S. Mast stressed the
importance of state actions influencing federal policies, particularly regarding cannabis banking and
rescheduling. He remarked, “Every state that does that, it’s another case here federally to say, ‘Listen, you
need to deal with cannabis banking, you need to deal with rescheduling, you need to deal with states
rights.””

Federal Challenges

Despite optimism at the state level, Mast is skeptical about federal progress on cannabis banking reforms.
The legal uncertainty makesit difficult for cannabis businesses to access traditional banking services, a
situation needing urgent attention. Mast doubts Congress will address these issues by November, highlighting
the broader federal challenges.

Call for Consistency

Mast criticized the double standards among some colleagues who advocate for states’ rights on issues like
abortion but oppose the same principle for marijuanalaws. “How does any different standard apply when it
comes to cannabis?’ he questioned.

Florida s upcoming vote on cannabis legalization could significantly influence the national conversation,
increasing pressure on federal lawmakers to address cannabis banking and rescheduling. The outcome could
shape the future of cannabis reformin the U.S.
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