
North Dakota Woman Faces First-Degree Felony
for Bong Water Possession

Forty-three-year-old Jessica Beske from Fargo, North Dakota, faces severe penalties after being pulled over
in Minnesota. Beske was arrested for possession of a bong with water and other paraphernalia, potentially
leading to 30 years in prison and a $1 million fine.

Arrest and Charges

On May 8, Beske was pulled over for speeding. Police searched her vehicle, finding a bong with water, a
glass jar with a “crystal substance,” and pipes. Tests revealed methamphetamine traces. Despite no drugs
being found on her, Beske faces first-degree felony possession due to the bong water, which Minnesota law
equates with methamphetamine.

Legal and Activist Reactions

Drug reform activist Kurtis Hanna criticized the prosecution, calling it an abuse of law. Minnesota law allows
severe penalties for drug paraphernalia, impacting Beske’s case significantly.

Historical Context

A 2009 Supreme Court ruling and subsequent legislation have shaped current laws. While efforts to reduce
penalties for bong water possession have been made, they remain strict. Beske’s charges include a potential
$1 million fine and up to 30 years in prison, alongside additional charges for drug tax violations.

Personal Impact and Advocacy

Beske, who suffers from substance abuse issues due to past trauma, argues that harsh sentencing will worsen
her situation. She highlights the ineffectiveness of over-criminalizing drug use, stressing that imprisonment
exacerbates addiction issues rather than resolving them.
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