
DeSantis Criticizes Florida Cannabis Ballot, Cites
Concerns Over School Safety

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is stirring controversy with claims that a forthcoming marijuana legalization
initiative could allow people to bring cannabis near elementary schools and create pervasive odors statewide.

Criticism of the Initiative

DeSantis expressed concerns over the lack of penalties for marijuana use and possession under the proposed
reform, citing potential challenges for businesses and the broader community.

Perceived Impact on Public Life

He warned of the initiative’s potential to integrate marijuana into daily life, including the odor of cannabis in
public places like Tampa, and its unrestricted use.

Legal and Political Dynamics

Despite popular support, particularly among voters, DeSantis has adamantly opposed the initiative,
questioning its impact on Florida’s existing medical cannabis program and quality of life.

Financial and Economic Projections

Analysts anticipate significant tax revenues from legalized marijuana sales, which could bolster state
finances, contrasting with DeSantis’s stance.

Support and Opposition

While the governor remains opposed, others, like U.S. Rep. Brian Mast, anticipate voter approval, signaling a
divide within Florida’s political landscape.
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