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FDA Faces Unigue Challenges with Cannabis
Rescheduling

The federal rescheduling of cannabis poses unique challenges to FDA regulators, requiring a nuanced
approach to regulation.

Rescheduling Plan

Cannabis is set to move from Schedule | to Schedule 111, but thiswon’t immediately subject it to FDA
regulation; states will continue to regulate non-FDA-approved cannabis products.

Consumer Preference

Most consumers prefer traditional botanical cannabis products over pharmaceutical products containing
cannabis, highlighting a potential mismatch between FDA regulation and consumer demand.

Political Complexity

While rescheduling cannabis may have political benefits, consumers may misunderstand the implications,
mistakenly believing it leads to the legalization of al cannabis products.

Regulatory Hurdles

The FDA’s traditional approach to drug regulation, focused on uniformity and standardized doses, may not
align with the diverse nature of cannabis products and consumer preferences.

Inhaled Cannabis Preference

Consumers, especially medical cannabis patients, prefer inhaled cannabis for its rapid onset and easier dose
titration compared to edibles, posing a challenge to FDA'’ s approval criteria.

Rescheduling cannabisis a significant step, but the FDA faces challenges in regulating cannabis products due
to their complexity and consumer preferences. Congressional action may be necessary to align FDA
regulation with consumer demand.
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