
New Hampshire Poll: Strong Support Emerges for
Adult-Use Cannabis Legalization

University of New Hampshire Poll Shows Strong Support for Cannabis Legalization

A recent poll conducted by the University of New Hampshire reveals robust backing among Granite State
residents for the legalization of recreational cannabis. According to the survey, 65% of respondents support
the measure, with 45% expressing strong favor for legalization. This significant public sentiment comes
despite recent legislative setbacks, indicating a widespread desire for change in cannabis laws.

Legislative Challenges and Poll Insights

House Bill 1633, aimed at legalizing adult-use cannabis by 2026, narrowly failed to pass in the legislature,
reflecting ongoing divisions despite the broad public support. Interestingly, support for legalization has seen
a slight dip, from 72% in 2023 to 65% in 2024. This decline is partly attributed to shifting opinions among
Independents and Republicans, indicating a nuanced landscape of public opinion.

Reasons and Resistance to Legalization

Those opposing legalization have cited concerns about the proposed regulatory framework and philosophical
objections. Notably, 75% of the opponents reject legalization outright, reflecting a strong resistance within
this group. Younger demographics and Democrats, on the other hand, show a higher inclination towards
supporting alternative legalization methods, highlighting generational and partisan divides on the issue.

Legislative Dynamics and Governor’s Stance

Governor Chris Sununu has expressed conditional support for cannabis legalization, emphasizing the need
for stringent regulatory controls to ensure responsible implementation. However, recent legislative versions
of the bill have faced criticism for perceived overregulation, which some argue could stifle the market and
hinder the benefits of legalization.

Advocacy and Future Outlook

Advocates for cannabis legalization, including Senator Shannon Chandley, argue that the move aligns with
public opinion and the state’s regulatory needs. They advocate for a balanced approach that addresses both
public health concerns and economic benefits. Conversely, critics, such as the ACLU of New Hampshire,
emphasize the social justice implications and urge legislators to heed constituent preferences. They highlight
the need to address the disproportionate impact of cannabis prohibition on marginalized communities.

As New Hampshire continues to grapple with the complexities of cannabis legalization, the strong public
support highlighted by the University of New Hampshire poll underscores the urgency for legislative action
that reflects the will of the people. Advocates remain hopeful that future efforts will result in a legal



framework that balances regulatory rigor with the economic and social benefits of legalization.
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