
Germany Greenlights First Cannabis Social
Cultivation Club

Germany Enters a New Era for Cannabis with Approval of First Cultivation Social
Club

Germany has taken a significant step in its cannabis policy with the approval of its first “cultivation social
club” in Lower Saxony. This move, which aligns with the new recreational cannabis law that took effect on
April 1, 2024, represents a new chapter in the country’s approach to cannabis use and cultivation.

First Cultivation Social Club Approved

On July 8, 2024, the government of Lower Saxony, Germany’s second-most-populous federal state, gave the
green light to Social Club Ganderkesee, marking the official launch of the country’s cannabis cultivation
social clubs. This approval was reported by Lyon, France-based Euro News and signifies the operational start
of Germany’s new recreational cannabis framework.

Germany’s New Recreational Cannabis Law

The new recreational cannabis law, approved in February 2024 and implemented from April 1, allows for the
formation of cannabis cultivation clubs. These clubs are nonprofit organizations where members can cultivate
and receive cannabis for personal, recreational use. Unlike commercial cannabis markets seen in Canada and
certain U.S. states, Germany’s law focuses on a collective, non-commercial model.

Club Membership and Operational Guidelines

Under the new regulations, each cultivation social club is limited to 500 members. Strict rules govern these
clubs, including membership limits, location restrictions, and operational guidelines. Notably, there is a
monthly distribution cap of 50 grams (approximately 1.8 ounces) per member, or 30 grams for members
under the age of 21. The law mandates that cultivation and processing tasks be shared collectively among
club members, promoting a community-driven approach to cannabis use.

State-Level Flexibility and Differing Approaches

The federal law provides states with significant leeway in determining how to regulate these clubs. While
Lower Saxony has moved quickly to approve its first club, other states, such as Bavaria, are taking a more
cautious approach. Bavaria, Germany’s largest state, is currently considering additional restrictions and is not
expected to implement any decisions until fall at the earliest.

Implications and Future Outlook



The approval of Social Club Ganderkesee in Lower Saxony is a pioneering move, setting a precedent for
other states in Germany. As more states evaluate and potentially establish their own regulations for
cultivation social clubs, the landscape of cannabis use in Germany will continue to evolve. This development
highlights Germany’s progressive steps towards a regulated and community-focused cannabis policy, with a
clear emphasis on collective responsibility and non-commercial use.

Germany’s approval of its first cultivation social club in Lower Saxony marks the beginning of a new era for
cannabis in the country. With the new recreational cannabis law now in effect, the framework is set for more
clubs to emerge, fostering a community-oriented approach to cannabis cultivation and use. As states navigate
their regulatory options, Germany’s cannabis policy will continue to develop, potentially setting an example
for other nations considering similar reforms.
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