
Cannabis License Pre-Approval Starts July 24 in
Minnesota

Minnesota Opens Cannabis Business License Pre-Approval Window for Social Equity
Applicants

The Minnesota Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) announced that the cannabis business license pre-
approval window will open on July 24 for applicants who have been verified as meeting social equity
eligibility requirements. This announcement marks a significant step in the launch of Minnesota’s new
cannabis industry.

Preparation for Application Submission

To facilitate the application process, OCM has made informational and technical resource materials available
on its website. These resources are essential for applicants to prepare and complete their business license
applications accurately and efficiently.

Key Dates and Submission Process

The application window for social equity business license pre-approval will be open from July 24 through
August 12. During this period, applicants must submit their business license applications and all required
documentation through the OCM website.

Once submitted, applications will undergo a thorough review and vetting process. Qualified applications will
be entered into a lottery system, which will award licenses in nine different categories. The first license
lottery is scheduled to take place this fall.

Social Equity Verification Process

A crucial step for applicants is completing the social equity verification process. Only those who have
received social equity verification can proceed with the license application. The initial opportunity for
applicants to have their social equity status verified closed on Wednesday, July 10, at 11:59 p.m.

For those who met the July 10 deadline, a third-party vendor will assist in completing the verification process
to determine their status. Applicants who did not participate in or fully complete the verification process in
this initial round will have future opportunities to participate in social equity verification and subsequent
licensing application rounds.

Understanding Social Equity Eligibility



Social equity eligibility is a cornerstone of Minnesota’s approach to the cannabis industry, aimed at ensuring
that communities disproportionately affected by past cannabis prohibition can participate in the newly
legalized market. Verification of social equity status involves assessing various criteria, including residency
in areas impacted by high rates of cannabis-related arrests, economic disadvantage, and membership in
communities historically marginalized by drug enforcement policies.

Application Review and Lottery System

Following the submission of applications, OCM will conduct a comprehensive review to ensure all applicants
meet the necessary qualifications. This includes verifying business plans, financial stability, compliance with
state regulations, and the fulfillment of social equity criteria.

Qualified applicants will then be entered into a lottery system, which aims to provide a fair and transparent
method for awarding licenses. The lottery will distribute licenses across nine categories, including
cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, retail, and testing, among others. The first license lottery is expected
to be highly competitive, reflecting the strong interest in Minnesota’s emerging cannabis industry.

Future Opportunities and Continuous Improvement

For those who missed the initial verification deadline, additional rounds of social equity verification and
licensing applications will be available. This iterative approach allows for continuous improvement in the
application process and ensures that all eligible participants have multiple opportunities to enter the market.

Support and Resources for Applicants

OCM is committed to providing robust support and resources to applicants throughout the process. The
informational and technical materials available on the OCM website cover a wide range of topics, from
business plan development and regulatory compliance to financial planning and community engagement
strategies.

In addition, OCM offers webinars, workshops, and one-on-one consultations to help applicants navigate the
complexities of the application process. These resources are designed to empower applicants with the
knowledge and tools they need to succeed in the competitive cannabis industry.

Economic and Social Impact

The launch of Minnesota’s cannabis industry is expected to have significant economic and social impacts. By
prioritizing social equity, the state aims to create a more inclusive and diverse market that benefits
communities historically marginalized by drug enforcement policies.

The new industry is also poised to generate substantial economic activity, including job creation, investment
opportunities, and tax revenue. The introduction of a regulated cannabis market will provide consumers with
access to safe, legal products while reducing the illicit market’s influence.

The opening of the cannabis business license pre-approval window marks a pivotal moment in the
establishment of Minnesota’s cannabis industry. By focusing on social equity, the state is taking a proactive
approach to ensuring that the benefits of legalization are shared broadly and equitably.

Applicants are encouraged to utilize the resources provided by OCM and prepare their submissions carefully
to maximize their chances of success. As Minnesota moves forward with its cannabis program, the state’s
commitment to social equity and economic development will be key drivers of its success.
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