
Labs Identify Unknown Compounds in Cannabis
Testing

Crisis of Confidence in the Regulated Cannabis Industry

The regulated marijuana industry is grappling with a significant crisis of confidence. Recent revelations have
uncovered that lab-approved cannabis products contain pesticides, and there’s mounting evidence that some
marijuana samples submitted for testing harbor a mysterious “soup” of dozens of unknown compounds.
These developments have sent shockwaves through the industry, raising serious concerns about consumer
safety and the integrity of lab testing processes.

Lab-Approved Products with Pesticides

Recent reports indicate that products approved by testing labs are tainted with pesticides. This alarming
discovery has cast doubt on the efficacy of current testing protocols and the reliability of lab certifications.
As the industry strives for legitimacy and consumer trust, the presence of harmful pesticides in approved
products undermines these efforts.

Mysterious Compounds in Cannabis Samples

Lab executives have revealed that some marijuana samples contain a complex mixture of unknown
compounds. These compounds are believed to be byproducts created during the conversion of hemp-derived
cannabinoids to delta-8 and delta-9 THC. The impact of these compounds on consumers is unknown, adding
another layer of uncertainty to the safety of cannabis products.

Creating Delta-8 THC

Delta-8 THC occurs in trace amounts in cannabis and is often synthesized from nonintoxicating CBD. This
process can leave behind questionable byproducts. Susan Audino, a chemist and consultant, explains that
chemical side reactions during the conversion process are unavoidable. Josh Swider, CEO of Infinite
Chemical Analysis Labs, notes that delta-8 products often contain up to 60 unknown compounds, posing
potential risks to consumers.

Fraudulent Practices in Potency Testing

According to Bob Miller, CEO of ACT Laboratories, fraudulent practices in THC-potency testing exacerbate
the problem. Some labs and growers engage in deals that prioritize profit over safety, leading to inflated
potency results. This practice benefits everyone except the consumer, further eroding trust in the industry.

Unidentified Components in Delta-8 THC Products
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Miller’s lab in Michigan has observed a surge in delta-8 THC products entering the market. These products
often contain a mixture of delta-8 and delta-9 THC, created through sloppy conversion processes. The
resulting products contain numerous unidentified compounds, creating batches with inconsistent chemical
compositions.

Client Preferences and Testing Limitations

Labs often face ethical dilemmas when dealing with unknown compounds. Some clients prefer not to delve
into these mysterious substances, focusing only on state-mandated cannabinoid testing. This approach allows
potentially harmful compounds to go unchecked, particularly in distillates and edibles.

Contamination from Consumption Devices

Even cannabis cleared by regulators can become contaminated through the devices used to consume it. Vape
cartridges, for example, can introduce heavy metals and other contaminants into otherwise clean oil due to
the heating process. This has led to cases of lung disease among consumers, highlighting the need for
comprehensive testing and regulation.

The Role of State Regulators

State regulators, often lacking scientific expertise, are tasked with creating and enforcing cannabis testing
regulations. These regulations are typically based on legislative mandates rather than scientific evidence,
leading to gaps in testing protocols and consumer protection.

The Impact of the 2018 Farm Bill

The 2018 Farm Bill, which legalized industrial hemp, inadvertently facilitated the rise of the intoxicating
hemp industry. This has contributed to the current dilemma of unknown compounds in cannabis products.
There is a push at the federal level to revise regulations to address these issues and stabilize the supply chain.

A Call for a Lab Industry Reset

Swider argues that the lab industry needs a comprehensive reset to prioritize consumer safety over profit. He
suggests that a significant portion of existing labs should be closed if they fail to meet safety standards. A
mandated overhaul of testing protocols is necessary to ensure that labs act as true safety monitors for the
cannabis industry.

The regulated marijuana industry faces a critical juncture as it grapples with the discovery of pesticides in
lab-approved products and the presence of unknown compounds in cannabis samples. The integrity of lab
testing and consumer safety are at stake. A concerted effort from regulators, scientists, and industry
stakeholders is essential to address these challenges and restore confidence in the industry.
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