f?r'

"’(_’ 7\ CANNABIS fgfjvs

RISK MANAGER

GOP Senator Slams‘Lack of Transparency’
Cannabis Rescheduling

GOP Senator Criticizes Marijuana Rescheduling for Lack of Transparency

Senator Bill Cassidy (R-LA) has voiced strong criticism against the Biden administration for its lack of
transparency in the proposed rescheduling of marijuana from Schedule | to Schedule I11 under the Controlled
Substances Act. In arecent letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland and Health and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra, Cassidy highlighted his concerns over the federal agencies’ failure to
provide briefings and necessary documentation regarding this significant policy shift.

Senator’s Concerns

As the ranking member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HEL P) Committee, Cassidy
emphasized that the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has refused to brief Congress on the
rescheduling decision, citing only an unspecified “internal policy.” Additionally, the Justice Department has
not responded to three requests for briefings. Cassidy interprets this as an evasion of oversight
responsibilities and suggests it might be politically motivated rather than based on scientific evidence.

Refusal to Brief Congress

Cassidy’s letter underscores the critical need for transparency and accountability in policy changes that have
substantial public health and safety implications. He argues that the refusal to engage with Congress
undermines the HEL P Committee’ s ability to perform its oversight duties. “Y our agencies avoidance of the
HELP Committee' s attempt to carry out its oversight responsibilities over a matter of critical importance to
public health and safety is troubling,” Cassidy wrote.

Implications and Criticism

The proposed rescheduling of marijuana has sparked debate among GOP lawmakers, with concerns that the
decision could be driven by election-year politics. Cassidy and his colleagues stress the importance of clear
communication and oversight to ensure that the rescheduling is scientifically justified and not politically
motivated. The senator also criticized the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) for not committing to
hold an administrative hearing on the proposal, further complicating the transparency of the process.

Callsfor Action

In hisletter, Cassidy requested a comprehensive briefing on the rescheduling plan by August 1. If the
agencies refuse, he demands a written justification citing any legal requirements that prevent them from
complying. This call for action reflects ongoing debates over marijuana policy and its broader implications
for federal enforcement and public health.



Senator Bill Cassidy’s criticism of the Biden administration’ s approach to marijuana rescheduling highlights
asignificant concern over transparency and accountability in federal policy changes. As debates over
marijuana policy continue, the need for clear communication and rigorous oversight remains paramount to
ensure that decisions are made based on scientific evidence and public health considerations rather than
political motivations.
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