
Lawmakers Challenge Cannabis Rescheduling
Amid Election Impact

Republican Lawmakers Question Biden Administration’s Proposed Cannabis
Rescheduling

Two Republican lawmakers have raised concerns over the Biden administration’s proposed rescheduling of
cannabis, questioning the transparency and motivations behind the decision-making process. House Energy
& Commerce Committee Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers and Subcommittee on Health Chair Brett Guthrie
have formally addressed their concerns in a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland and Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra.

Concerns Over the Rescheduling Process

Rodgers and Guthrie argue that the review process that led to the recommendation to reschedule cannabis is
unconventional and lacks transparency. They suggest that the process may have been influenced by political
considerations rather than being based solely on scientific and medical assessments. This comes as the
administration moves forward with a plan to potentially reschedule cannabis from a Schedule I substance to a
less restrictive category under federal law.

Deviation from Standard Review Procedures

According to a report by Marijuana Moment, the lawmakers pointed out that traditional cannabis scheduling
reviews involved a comprehensive five-factor analysis, which assesses medical value, abuse potential, and
other factors. However, they noted that the recent review by HHS utilized only a two-factor analysis. This
departure from established protocols raises questions about the thoroughness and integrity of the review
process.

The lawmakers also highlighted that the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has indicated the need for
additional information before accepting the rescheduling determination. This suggests that there are still
significant considerations to be addressed before any final decision is made.

Opposition from Law Enforcement Officials

Adding to the controversy, Rodgers and Guthrie noted that former DEA administrators and federal
prosecutors have expressed opposition to the proposed rescheduling. These officials argue that reducing
penalties for cannabis-related offenses could impede law enforcement efforts and potentially lead to
increased misuse and abuse.

The opposition underscores the ongoing debate about cannabis policy in the United States, where federal and
state laws often conflict. While many states have legalized cannabis for medical or recreational use, it



remains illegal under federal law, creating a complex legal landscape.

Public and Industry Reactions

The Biden administration’s rescheduling initiative has sparked widespread public interest, evidenced by the
DEA receiving over 40,000 public comments on the proposal. More than 90% of these submissions
reportedly supported the move, reflecting a significant shift in public opinion towards more lenient cannabis
laws.

At the recent International Cannabis Bar Association conference in Chicago, legal experts and industry
insiders discussed the potential implications of rescheduling. They debated the possible timelines, with some
suggesting that a final rule could be announced as early as August, while others remained skeptical due to the
historically slow pace of regulatory processes in Washington.

Political Implications and Future Outlook

As the 2024 Presidential election approaches, the issue of cannabis rescheduling is poised to become a
significant topic of debate. Experts at the conference speculated on how different administrations might
handle the rescheduling project. They suggested that a Kamala Harris-led administration would likely take a
more proactive stance on cannabis enforcement compared to the current administration. Conversely, they
warned that a return of the Trump administration could potentially halt or reverse the rescheduling efforts if
the process is not completed by January 2025.

The outcome of the rescheduling decision will have far-reaching consequences for the cannabis industry, law
enforcement, and public health policy in the United States. As federal agencies continue to evaluate the
proposal, stakeholders across the spectrum are closely monitoring the developments, aware that the final
decision could redefine the legal and regulatory landscape of cannabis in the country.

Email: info@cannabisriskmanager.com | Phone: +415-226-4060

© Copyright 2025 Cannabis Risk Manager. All Rights Reserved


