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Secret Shoppers Among New Rulesfor Oklahoma
CannabisIndustry

Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority Implements New Rulesfor Dispensaries,
Grows, and Labs

The Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority (OMMA) has introduced new and updated regulations for
dispensaries, growers, and labs within the state’ s medical marijuanaindustry. These changes, which took
effect earlier this week, aim to enhance oversight, ensure product safety, and improve industry standards.
NewsChannel 8 spoke with Chico Sherwood, owner of Best Dispensaries, to discuss the impact of these new
rules, including the introduction of secret shoppers to inspect licensed businesses.

Introduction of Secret Shoppers

One of the most notable changes is the implementation of secret shoppers, a measure that Sherwood views
positively. “Asfar as secret shoppers go, | welcome them,” Sherwood said. This initiative allowsthe OMMA
to discreetly inspect dispensaries and other marijuana-related businesses, ensuring compliance with state
regulations without prior notice. The use of secret shoppersis expected to help maintain high standards
across the industry, catching non-compliant practices and ensuring that businesses operate within the legal
framework.

Enhanced L aboratory Testing Requirements

The updated rules aso introduce more stringent laboratory testing and requirements. This change is designed
to ensure that medical marijuana products are accurately tested for potency, purity, and safety, providing
consumers with reliable information about what they are purchasing. Sherwood emphasized the importance
of these regulations, stating, “For one, we know what’ s in the bag because whenever they’ re more stringent
on their testing we know that they’re true tests. It’s a good thing because, you know, it’s medicine and you
need to know exactly what it is you' re taking.”

Extension of Moratorium and Employment Regulations

In addition to testing and secret shoppers, the OMMA has extended the existing moratorium on new business
licenses until August 2026. This moratorium is intended to control the rapid growth of the industry and
ensure that existing businesses are adequately regulated before new entrants are allowed.

Another significant update requires all employees working within the medical marijuanaindustry to apply for
and receive credentials authorizing their employment. This measure aims to standardize the workforce and
ensure that all employees are properly vetted and trained.



The new rules also prohibit growers from hiring undocumented immigrants, a regulation intended to ensure
legal compliance and labor standards within the industry. Sherwood acknowledged the importance of these
rules for maintaining industry integrity, stating, “All of the companies that are left today are really good up-
to-standard companies and none of us would want to do anything that’s gonna make us lose our license.”

Public Involvement and Regulatory Over sight

According to the OMMA, these rules are part of a broader regulatory framework that includes public
comments, hearings, and reviews by the Oklahoma government. This process allows for stakeholder input
and ensures that the regulations are well-rounded and considerate of all aspects of the industry.

The introduction of these rules reflects OMMA’ s commitment to regul ating the medical marijuana industry
in amanner that prioritizes public health and safety. By enhancing oversight and ensuring compliance, the
OMMA aimsto build public trust in the legal medical marijuana market in Oklahoma.

The updated regulations by the Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority represent a significant step toward
refining the state’s medical marijuanaindustry. With measures like secret shoppers, stricter lab testing, and
comprehensive employment regulations, the OMMA isworking to ensure that the industry operates

transparently and responsibly. Business owners like Chico Sherwood support these changes, recognizing that
they help maintain the integrity of the industry and protect consumers.

Asthe industry continues to evolve, the OMMA'’ s proactive approach to regulation will likely play a crucial
role in shaping the future landscape of medical marijuanain Oklahoma. The involvement of public opinionin
the rulemaking process further underscores the state’ s commitment to creating a well-regulated and
consumer-friendly market.
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