
Maine Children Fall Ill from Edibles Containing
Cannabis

Alarming Rise in Child Accidental Ingestions of Cannabis in Maine

Maine is witnessing a worrying trend of children accidentally ingesting substances, with marijuana being a
significant portion of these cases. State data reveals that over 50 children have been affected so far this year,
sparking concerns among parents, health officials, and policymakers alike.

Data from the Office of Child and Family Services

The alarming statistics were highlighted during a recent hearing of the Health and Human Services
committee. The data, provided by the Office of Child and Family Services, underscores the urgent need for
preventive measures to protect children from accidental ingestion of potentially harmful substances,
particularly marijuana.

Impact of Recent Cannabis Law Changes

Several witnesses at the hearing pointed to recent amendments in Maine’s cannabis laws as a potential
contributor to the rise in accidental ingestions. Notably, the removal of a universal warning symbol from
cannabis gummies has been a point of contention.

Jeff Hudak, the director of the Maine Office of Cannabis Policy, emphasized the potential implications of
this legislative change. “Unfortunately, that bill ultimately became law, which I believe, and I warned the
committee, would likely result in an increase in accidental ingestions,” Hudak stated. He argued that while
the universal symbol may not be understood by young children, it serves as a crucial warning for adults and
caretakers.

Calls for Legislative Action

In response to the concerning data, Senator Joe Baldacci, chair of the Health and Human Services committee,
proposed collaborative efforts to draft a new bill. He suggested working with the Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) and the governor’s office to create legislation aimed at addressing and mitigating
the issue.

Enhancing Safety Measures

The situation in Maine highlights the broader need for effective regulation and public education regarding the
safe storage and labeling of cannabis products. As the state navigates the evolving landscape of cannabis
legalization, ensuring child safety remains a paramount concern.
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