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Clearlake Police Raid: Thousands of Cannabis
Plants Taken

Major CannabisBust in Clearlake: Nearly 2,000 Plants Seized

In asignificant multi-agency operation, the Clearlake Police Department, along with Clearlake Code
Enforcement Officers, Lakeport Police, and the Lake County District Attorney’s Office, executed search
warrants at five residences on Emile Avenue and Lenore Avenue in Clearlake on July 25, 2024. The
coordinated raid resulted in the seizure of nearly 2,000 marijuana plants, various quantities of processed
marijuana, firearms, ammunition, and illegal cannabis vape pens.

Details of the Operation

The operation, which targeted multiple properties suspected of being involved in illegal marijuana cultivation
and production, uncovered extensive indoor and outdoor growing setups. The mgority of the marijuana
plants were found in outdoor hoop houses, while indoor spaces were dedicated to growing, drying, and
manufacturing cannabis products, including vape pens. The scale of the operation, along with other observed
factors, led authorities to classify the activities as unlawful.

Arrestsand Charges

Asaresult of theraid, eight individuals were arrested on charges related to illegal marijuana cultivation and
other offenses. A ninth individual has had charges referred to the district attorney’ s office for further action.
The names and specific charges of those arrested have not been disclosed as investigations continue.

Role of Multi-Agency Collaboration

Detective Juan Altamirano from the Lakeport Police Department played a crucial role in the operation by
assisting in the preparation and execution of two of the search warrants. The Clearlake Police Department
expressed gratitude for the collaborative effort, highlighting the importance of inter-agency cooperation in
combating illegal activities within the community.

Ongoing Effortsto Combat Illegal Marijuana Oper ations

The Clearlake Police Department and Code Enforcement are actively engaged in ongoing investigations and
enforcement actions against illegal commercial marijuana growing operations and unpermitted cultivation
activities within the city. This recent raid underscores the authorities' commitment to maintaining public
safety and upholding the law regarding cannabis cultivation and distribution.
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It isimportant to note that all individuals mentioned in this operation are presumed innocent until proven
guilty in acourt of law. The press rel ease from the Clearlake Police Department serves as an initial report on
the law enforcement action and does not constitute a final determination of guilt or innocence.

Community Impact and Future Actions

The large-scale seizure of nearly 2,000 marijuana plants highlights the significant presence of illegal
cannabis cultivation in the region. Law enforcement agenciesin Clearlake and Lake County continue to
prioritize the identification and eradication of illegal grow operations, which pose various risks to public
health and safety, including potential exposure to unregulated products and environmental harm.

Asthe lega cannabis market in California grows, ensuring compliance with state laws and regul ations
remains acritical focus for law enforcement and regulatory bodies. Thisraid is part of broader effortsto
support the legal cannabis industry by removing unlawful operations that undermine regulated businesses and
public trust.

The Clearlake Police Department encourages residents to report any suspected illegal marijuana growing
activities, emphasizing community involvement as a key component in addressing this issue. The department
assures the public that all reports are taken seriously and investigated thoroughly to ensure the safety and
well-being of the community.
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