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New L egislation Broadens Medical Cannabis
Accessin New Hampshire

New Hampshire Expands Accessto Medical Cannabiswith Landmark L egislation

Concord, NH — In asignificant development for the state’s medical cannabis program, New Hampshire has
enacted two landmark bills aimed at broadening the scope of who can prescribe medical cannabis and
expanding the conditions under which it can be prescribed. Governor Chris Sununu signed both Senate Bill
357 and House Bill 1278 into law last week, marking a major shift in the state’ s approach to therapeutic
cannabis.

Expanded Prescriber Eligibility

Senate Bill 357 represents amajor change in how patients can access medical cannabis. The new law
significantly expands the pool of healthcare providers eligible to certify patients for the state’ s therapeutic
cannabis program. Under the new legislation, any licensed healthcare provider who is authorized to prescribe
medication and is primarily responsible for a patient’s care related to their qualifying condition can now
certify for medical cannabis.

One notable aspect of thishill isthe requirement for minors seeking medical cannabis. They must now
receive certification from two healthcare providers, including a pediatric care specialist. Thismoveis
expected to enhance accessibility for younger patientsin need of cannabis treatment.

Broadened Qualifying Conditions

House Bill 1278 introduces another transformative change by expanding the list of conditions for which
medical cannabis can be prescribed. The new legidation allows patients aged 21 and older to qualify for
medical cannabisif they have any debilitating or terminal condition, as determined by their healthcare
provider. The provider must document the specific condition or symptom and confirm that the potential
benefits of cannabis use outweigh the associated health risks.

This update marks a departure from the state’ s previous restrictions, which limited medical cannabisuseto a
defined set of conditions. By broadening the scope, the legislation acknowledges the potential benefits of
cannabis for awider range of health issues and reflects an evolving understanding of its therapeutic uses.

Implementation and | mpact

The new laws are set to take effect in 60 days, and their implementation is expected to increase access to
medical cannabis across New Hampshire. This change is part of a broader trend in the state towards
enhancing medical cannabis availability, following recent reforms such as adding generalized anxiety
disorder to the list of qualifying conditions.



Degpite these advancements, the progress of cannabis reform in New Hampshire remains somewhat complex.
Just months ago, the state’s House of Representatives narrowly voted to table a Senate-approved bill that
would have legalized and regulated recreational cannabis. This decision effectively halted the reform efforts
for this year and could influence future legidlative actions, especially with the upcoming November election
poised to bring a new governor and potentially reshape the legislature.

L ooking Ahead

As New Hampshire moves forward with these new regulations, the impact on patient access to medical
cannabis and the broader landscape of cannabis reform in the state will become clearer. The recent legislative
changes represent a significant step towards improving therapeutic options for patients, but ongoing debates
and electoral shifts may continue to shape the future of cannabis policy in the state.
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