
NJ panel examines dismissal of cop over cannabis
Use

NJ Police Officer Challenges Termination Over Cannabis Use

The New Jersey Civil Service Commission is preparing to review the case of Mackenzie Reilly, a Jersey City
police officer who was terminated in August 2023 after testing positive for cannabis. This case is part of a
larger legal struggle concerning cannabis use among law enforcement officers in the state, highlighting
ongoing conflicts between state legalization and federal regulations.

Legal and Administrative Battles

Mackenzie Reilly is one of five officers contesting their dismissals related to cannabis use. New Jersey
legalized cannabis in 2021, and state guidance suggests that officers should not face disciplinary actions for
legal, off-duty cannabis use. However, Jersey City has maintained a stricter stance, continuing to enforce its
prohibition on cannabis use despite state recommendations to the contrary.

The case of Reilly, along with the other officers, brings to light the tension between state and municipal
regulations. Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop has openly defied state guidance, reinforcing the city’s ban on
cannabis use among its police force. This has led to a series of legal challenges and administrative reviews as
affected officers seek redress.

Federal and State Conflicts

Adding complexity to the situation, Jersey City has filed a lawsuit against the state, arguing that federal
law—which prohibits cannabis use for individuals who possess firearms—takes precedence over state
legalization. The city’s lawsuit underscores the ongoing conflict between federal and state regulations,
particularly as they relate to law enforcement personnel who are required to carry firearms.

The New Jersey Civil Service Commission and various administrative judges have generally sided with the
officers, including ordering the reinstatement of several who were terminated under similar circumstances.
Despite this, the federal judge overseeing the case has postponed further action until all officers’ cases are
reviewed, leaving the outcome of Reilly’s case and the broader legal dispute in limbo.

The Broader Implications

The situation in Jersey City reflects a broader issue facing law enforcement agencies across the country as
they navigate the evolving landscape of cannabis legalization. While state laws increasingly accommodate
legal cannabis use, conflicts with federal regulations create significant challenges for both officers and their
employers.



The resolution of Reilly’s case could have substantial implications for law enforcement policies statewide
and potentially influence how other jurisdictions handle similar conflicts between state legalization and
federal law. As the Civil Service Commission prepares to review the case, stakeholders from both the legal
and law enforcement communities will be closely watching the developments.

The outcome of this and similar cases will be pivotal in shaping the future of cannabis use policies for police
officers, balancing state legalization efforts with federal legal constraints.
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