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The Benefits of Recreational Cannabis Sales for
Communities

Ohio Sees Successful Launch of Recreational Cannabis Sales, Brings Revenue and Foot
Traffic to Local Communities

Just over aweek after the launch of recreational cannabis salesin Ohio, the state is already witnessing
significant benefits. Amplify Dispensaries, one of the many establishments participating in the new market,
reports that customer foot traffic has doubled since the first day of legal sales on August 6, 2024. This surge
in activity highlights the strong demand for recreational cannabis and the positive impact on local businesses.

Boosting L ocal Economies and Generating Tax Revenue

The introduction of recreational cannabis salesin Ohio is more than just a business success—it’s afinancia
boon for local communities. Dispensaries like those in Cleveland Heights are now contributing to the local
economy through a combination of state and local sales taxes, along with a 10% excise tax on all recreational
marijuana sales. This excise tax is particularly noteworthy, as 36% of the revenue generated will go directly
to the communities hosting dispensaries.

Cleveland Heights Mayor Kahlil Seren emphasized the transformative potential of this new revenue stream:
“When we get this tax revenue in from this dispensary or any others that open up, we will take those
revenues and we will steer them towards the areas of greatest need.” With no restrictions on how these funds
can be used, municipalities have the flexibility to address awide range of community needs, from
infrastructure improvements to social services.

Increased Foot Traffic and Economic Activity

Beyond the direct tax benefits, recreational cannabis sales are also driving increased foot traffic in the areas
surrounding dispensaries. AJ Caraballo, the retail director at Amplify Dispensaries Cleveland Heights
location, highlighted how this influx of customersis benefiting neighboring businesses aswell. “We're
driving foot traffic, which is huge for not only our individual location but for all of those ancillary businesses
around us, like restaurants on the street,” Caraballo explained. Unlike many other retail purchases, cannabis
must be picked up in person, creating a steady stream of customers who may also patronize other local
businesses.

Commitment to Social Justice

Amplify Dispensariesis not just focused on sales; the company is also committed to social justice initiatives.
Caraballo mentioned that a portion of their first week’s saleswill be donated to the Last Prisoner Project, an
organi zation dedicated to helping expunge records for individuals incarcerated for non-violent cannabis
offenses. “We are very thankful and fortunate that this non-medical market is here,” Caraballo said.



“However, we would be remiss if we did not acknowledge that there are folks till in prison for doing the
same thing we are celebrating having the opportunity to do last week, which isto sell cannabis.”

No Safety Concerns Reported

Despiteinitial concerns about the potential impact of recreational cannabis sales on public safety, the city of
Cleveland Heights has reported no issues. Mayor Seren, in consultation with the city’s chief of police,
confirmed that the introduction of adult-use cannabis has not led to any cannabis-related safety incidents.
“The most important responses that | have seen are from my chief of police,” Seren noted, “who has let me
know that we have seen no issues as aresult of opening adult-use cannabis and providing that product on
Coventry, in Coventry Village.”

A Promising Futurefor Ohio’s Cannabis|Industry

The early success of Ohio’srecreational cannabis market indicates a bright future for the industry in the state.
With substantial revenue being generated and positive impacts on local economies, Ohio is quickly
establishing itself as akey player in the national cannabis landscape. As the market continues to grow,
communities across Ohio are likely to see continued economic benefits, increased foot traffic, and enhanced
public services funded by cannabis tax revenues.
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