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Delawar e Now Accepting Recreational Cannabis
License Applications

Delawar e Opens Applicationsfor First Adult-Use Cannabis Business Licenses Ahead of
Schedule

Delaware officials have officially begun accepting applications for the state’ s first adult-use marijuana
business licenses, launching the process weeks ahead of schedule. The Office of the Marijuana
Commissioner (OMC) announced the start of the application period on Friday, moving the timeline forward
from the originally planned September 1 date to August 19. This early start follows an earlier adjustment that
had already moved the date up from September.

Application Details and Deadlines

The application window for prospective recreational cannabis retailers, cultivators, manufacturers, and
testing facilities will remain open until September 30. Once the submission period closes, €igible
applications will be entered into alottery, which is scheduled to take place in late October. Licenses will then
be issued to the lottery winners starting in November. A total of 125 licenses will be distributed, including 30
for retailers, 60 for cultivators, 30 for manufacturers, and five for testing labs.

Focus on Social Equity and Microbusinesses

As part of the licensing process, Delaware regulators have reserved specific portions of the licenses for social
equity applicants, microbusinesses, and general open licenses. This approach aimsto create opportunities for
smaller and more diverse businesses within the state’ s emerging cannabis industry. The OMC has provided
detailed information on the costs associated with applications and licensing for each license type on its
website and social media channels.

Market Launch Expected in March 2025

Although applications are now being accepted, Delaware Marijuana Commissioner Robert Coupe has
indicated that the state’ s adult-use cannabis market is expected to launch in March 2025. In preparation for
this launch, regulators have been actively rolling out a series of proposed regulations designed to establish
the framework for the new industry.

New L egislation Expands M edical Cannabis Program

In addition to opening the adult-use market, Delaware has recently expanded its medical marijuana program
under anew law that took effect last month. This legislation removes restrictions on patient eligibility based
on specific qualifying conditions, allowing doctors to recommend cannabis for any condition they deem
appropriate. The law also permits patients over the age of 65 to self-certify for medical cannabis access



without requiring a doctor’ s recommendation.
Expedited Recreational Salesfor Medical Cannabis Businesses

Governor John Carney has recently signed additional marijuana-related bills into law, including measures
that allow existing medical cannabis businessesin Delaware to begin recreational sales on an expedited basis.
Thisdual licensing legidation is designed to enable recreational salesto start months earlier than originally
planned, although it has faced criticism for potentially favoring larger, multi-state operators over smaller
businesses.

Banking Protectionsfor Cannabis Businesses

State lawmakers have also advanced | egidlation that would provide state-level protections for banks and
financial services that work with licensed marijuana businesses. This bill aimsto clarify that banks, credit
unions, armored car services, and accounting service providers are not subject to state prosecution simply for
offering services to the cannabis industry. The measure is intended to address the banking challenges that
cannabis businesses often face due to the ongoing federal prohibition.

L ooking Ahead

As Delaware moves forward with its adult-use cannabis licensing process, the state is poised to become a
significant player in the U.S. cannabis market. With the application process now underway and the market
launch anticipated for early 2025, industry stakeholders and prospective licensees are closely watching how
the state’ s regulatory framework will develop in the coming months.
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