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Avoid These Overfertilization Mistakesin
Cannabis Growing

Growing cannabis successfully requires careful attention to many details, one of the most crucial being the
plant’s nutrient intake. Overfertilization, or “nutrient burn,” isacommon issue that can seriously hinder
cannabis growth and reduce the quality and yield of your harvest. Whether you' re a beginner or an
experienced grower, understanding the nuances of fertilization is key to maintaining healthy plants. Here,
we' |l discuss the most common overfertilization mistakes and how to avoid them.

Overestimating Nutrient Needs

One of the most frequent mistakes made by cannabis growers is assuming that more nutrients mean better
growth. While cannabis plants do require specific nutrients to thrive, overestimating their needs can lead to
nutrient toxicity, causing yellow, burnt, or curled leaves, stunted growth, and poor yields.

Always start with a nutrient schedule designed specifically for cannabis and adjust according to the plant’s
response. Most nutrient manufacturers provide feeding charts, but it’s crucia to start at half the
recommended dosage, especially for seedlings or young plants. Gradually increase the nutrient levels only if
the plants show signs of needing more.

Not Monitoring pH Levels

Even when the right amount of nutrientsis provided, incorrect pH levels can prevent your plants from
absorbing these nutrients properly, leading to what looks like overfertilization. If the pH of your growing
medium is too high or too low, your plants may display signs of nutrient burn because they are unable to
access the nutrients available to them.

Regularly check the pH of your water and nutrient solution. For soil-grown cannabis, aim for a pH range
between 6.0 and 7.0, while hydroponic setups should maintain a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. Use pH testing kits
or digital pH metersto ensure your plants are absorbing nutrients correctly, avoiding both nutrient lockout
and overfertilization.

Using Too Many Additives

The market is flooded with various additives claiming to boost growth, enhance flavor, or increase resin
production. However, combining too many additives can overwhelm your plants with excess nutrients and
salts, leading to toxicity.

Be selective with additives, choosing those that complement your base nutrients without overloading your
plants. Stick to essential additives like cal cium-magnesium supplements or bloom boosters, but only if
needed. Avoid mixing multiple brands or overlapping products that offer the same benefits, as this can
quickly lead to overfertilization.



Ignoring Signs of Nutrient Burn

Nutrient burn typically starts at the tips of the leaves, manifesting as yellow or brown edges. Many growers,
especially beginners, often overlook these early signs, assuming they are a natural part of the growth process
or misdiagnosing them as nutrient deficiencies.

Regularly inspect your plants for early signs of nutrient burn, such as leaf discoloration, curling, or burnt tips.
If these symptoms appear, immediately flush the growing medium with pH-balanced water to remove excess
nutrients. Reduce the strength of your nutrient solution in subsequent feedings to prevent further damage.

Not Flushing the Growing Medium

Over time, salts from fertilizers can build up in the growing medium, leading to nutrient lockout or toxicity.
Failing to flush your plants periodically can exacerbate overfertilization issues, causing more severe nutrient
burns and affecting overall plant health.

Flushing your plants involves running clean, pH-balanced water through the growing medium to wash away
excess salts and nutrients. This should be done at |east once every two weeks during the vegetative and
flowering stages. For soil grows, use three times the volume of your pot size in water (e.g., 15 liters of water
for a 5-liter pot) to thoroughly cleanse the soil.

Overfeeding in the Early Stages

Seedlings and young plants have delicate root systems that are particularly susceptible to nutrient burns.
Overfeeding at these stages can stunt growth and delay the development of healthy foliage and root systems.

Seedlings should be given minimal nutrients, typically at one-quarter of the recommended dosage, until they
develop several sets of true leaves. During the seedling stage, focus more on providing adequate light and a
stable environment rather than aggressively feeding your plants. Gradually increase nutrient levels as your
plants mature and show signs of needing more.

Not Adjusting Nutrient Levels During Flowering

Many growers fail to adjust nutrient levels during the flowering stage, continuing with high nitrogen feeds
designed for vegetative growth. This can result in excessive nitrogen during flowering, which leads to
nutrient burn and impairs bud devel opment.

During flowering, cannabis plants require lower levels of nitrogen and higher levels of phosphorus and
potassium. Transition to a bloom-specific nutrient formula when you switch your plants to the flowering light
cycle (12/12). Pay close attention to your plants' needs during this phase and reduce feeding strength if signs
of nutrient burn appear.

Improper Mixing of Nutrient Solutions

Improperly mixing nutrient solutions or adding nutrients in the wrong order can lead to nutrient imbalances
and toxicity. For instance, adding calcium and phosphorus together without proper dilution can cause them to
bind and become unavailable to the plant.

Always follow the mixing instructions provided by nutrient manufacturers. Typically, you should add
nutrients to water in a specific order, such as starting with base nutrients before adding any additives. Stir



thoroughly between each addition and test the final solution’s pH and electrical conductivity (EC) to ensure
i’ swithin safe ranges for your plants.

Overlooking the Importance of Water Quality

Using untreated tap water that contains high levels of chlorine, chloramine, or other minerals can contribute
to overfertilization issues. These elements can interact with your nutrients, leading to unexpected chemical
reactions that can harm your plants.

Usefiltered or distilled water to prepare your nutrient solutions. If you must use tap water, allow it to sit for
24 hours to evaporate chlorine, or use awater conditioner to neutralize chloramine. Regularly test the EC of
your water to ensure it’s compatible with your nutrient regimen.

Skipping Regular Soil Testing

Without regular testing, it's easy to lose track of nutrient levelsin the soil, leading to an accumulation that
can harm your plants. Many growers skip this crucia step, thinking they can manage by observing plant
growth aone.

Conduct regular soil or growing medium tests to monitor nutrient levels and EC. Soil testing kits are readily
available and can provide valuable insights into what adjustments are necessary to maintain optimal plant
health. Testing helps you spot potential overfertilization before it affects your plants visibly.

Avoiding overfertilization in cannabis growing requires careful monitoring, proper nutrient management, and
understanding your plants' needs. By recognizing common mistakes and implementing preventive measures,
you can maintain healthy growth, improve yields, and ensure the best quality cannabis. Regularly adjust your
feeding schedule based on plant response, and remember that when it comes to nutrients, lessis often more.
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