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Cannabis ProductsWorth $2.1M Seized in Antioch
Raid

Crackdown on Illegal Cannabis Operationsin California: Contra Costa County and
L os Angeles Sting Oper ations

California authorities have ramped up efforts to combat the illegal cannabis market, executing large-scale
operations aimed at shutting down unlicensed cannabis businesses. In recent weeks, significant sting
operations in Contra Costa County and L os Angeles have resulted in the seizure of millions of dollars’ worth
of illegal cannabis products, firearms, and other contraband. These operations are part of a broader initiative
to protect the state’ s legal cannabis industry and prevent dangerous, unregulated cannabis from reaching
consumers, particularly children.

Contra Costa County: Major Seizures and Code Enforcement

Last week, the California Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) executed a series of search warrantsin
Contra Costa County, targeting illegal cannabis operations. These efforts resulted in the following significant
actions:

e Seizureof 1,315 pounds of unlicensed cannabis products, including 2,317 cannabis plants.

Estimated retail value of $2.1 million in seized products.

Confiscation of seven firearms, including an assault rifle and two 12-gauge shotguns.

Recovery of $17,060 in cash from illegal operations.

All four sites were red-tagged by local code enfor cement for failing to meet safety standards.

¢ Authorities found significant mold at the sites, highlighting the health risks associated with illegal
cannabis cultivation and storage.

“We extend our thanks to our UCETF state partners and Antioch Code Enforcement for their support.
Governor Newsom’'s UCETF is committed to public safety, supporting the legal market, and shutting down
illegal operations,” said arepresentative from the Department of Cannabis Control (DCC).

Los Angeles: Millions of Cannabis Packages Seized in Toy District Operation

In another major bust, California’s Unified Cannabis Enforcement Taskforce (UCETF), led by Governor
Gavin Newsom, announced the seizure of over 2.2 million illegal cannabis packagesin a sting operation
conducted in the Toy District of Los Angeles. These packages, many designed to mimic popular food and
candy brands, were falsely |abeled with the universal symbol of legal California cannabis, misleading
consumers—especially children.

Governor Newsom emphasized the importance of these actions in protecting California’ s legal cannabis
market and ensuring public safety. “Californiais committed to supporting our safe and legal cannabis market.
We will not tolerate criminal activity that undermines the legal market, especially when it puts children at


https://cannabisriskmanager.com/2024/08/20/california-seizes-120m-in-illegal-cannabis-in-2023-crackdown/

risk. This successful operation in the Toy District reinforces our commitment and sends a clear warning to
criminals choosing to operate outside the safer legal industry,” Newsom stated.

The Toy District operation specifically targeted 11 stor efr onts that were involved in manufacturing and
selling cannabis packaging used to disguiseillegal products as legitimate. This packaging often resembled
popular candy brands such as Twinkies and Sweet Tarts, posing arisk to children.

Details of the Toy District Seizures

e 2,279,900 illegal cannabis packages were confiscated during the operation.
¢ 31 banker-sized boxes and garbage bags filled with illicit cannabis products were seized.
e Authorities also recovered 32 boxes and bags of illicit cigar ettes and tobacco products.

“This packaging provides a thin yet frightening veil of legitimacy for illicit operators,” said Nick Maduros,
Director of the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA). “It violates the trust of
Cdlifornia consumers who believe that the cannabis symbol signifies a certain product standard, and it
enablesillegal operatorsto circumvent tax and licensing requirements.”

Protecting the Legal Cannabis Market: Packaging Requirements

California’ slegal cannabis market is built on stringent regulatory standards, particularly around packaging
and labeling. Cannabis goods must be packaged to ensure consumers are informed about the product’ s
contents and protected against accidental use, especialy by children. Thisincludes packaging that is:

e Child-resistant and tamper-evident.
¢ Resealable and opaque (for edible cannabis products).
o Clearly marked with California’ suniversal cannabis symbol.

According to Nicole Elliott, Director of the DCC, the Toy District operation represents an important shift in
enforcement strategy. “1llegal packaging is dangerous to consumers, especially when it mimics well-known
brands attractive to children. The operation in the Toy District highlights the need to disrupt unlicensed
cannabis sales and remove these harmful products from the marketplace,” Elliott stated.

Tackling thelllicit Cannabis M ar ket

Governor Newsom has directed state agencies to prioritize the eradication of the illicit cannabis market,
which undermines legal businesses and endangers consumers. Many illegal operators use banned pesticides
and unsafe growing practices, which can harm the environment and California’ s water supply. Moreover,
these operations often exploit vulnerable workers, many of whom are victims of labor violations or human
trafficking.

The focus on cracking down onillicit cannabis operationsis not just about public health and safety, but also
about protecting the state’ s licensed cannabis businesses from unfair competition. Illegal operators avoid
taxes and bypass regulatory standards, giving them an unfair price advantage over legitimate cannabis
businesses that adhere to California’s strict regulations.

Unified Cannabis Enforcement Taskforce: A Statewide Strategy
In 2022, Governor Newsom established the Unified Cannabis Enforcement Taskforce (UCETF) to enhance

coordination between state, local, and federal authorities in combating illegal cannabis operations. Since its
inception, the taskforce has made significant strides in curbing illicit cannabis activities across California:



e Over $465 million in unlicensed cannabis products have been seized through 309 sear ch warrants.

e Morethan 470,435 illegal cannabis plants have been eradicated.

e The taskforce has confiscated 150 illegal firearms and arrested 38 individualsinvolved inillegal
cannabis activities.

The UCETF s comprehensive approach targets not only theillicit product itself but also the networks that
support illegal cultivation, production, and distribution. By tackling these operations at every level, the
taskforce aims to protect California’ s regulated cannabis industry and ensure public safety.

Cdlifornia s aggressive crackdown on illegal cannabis operations in Contra Costa County and Los Angeles
demonstrates the state’s commitment to safeguarding its legal cannabis market. With millions of dollarsin
illegal products seized and harmful operations shut down, state authorities are sending a strong message that
they will not tolerate criminal activity that endangers public health and undermines the legal cannabis
industry.

As California continues to fine-tune its enforcement efforts, the legal cannabis market will benefit from
enhanced consumer trust and alevel playing field for licensed operators, while ensuring that illicit operators
are held accountable for their actions.
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