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| owa Democr ats Bet on Cannabis, Abortion to
Boost House Numbers

lowa Democrats Make Cannabis L egalization a Priority for 2025 L egislative Agenda

Aslowagears up for the 2025 legidative session, House Minority Leader Jennifer Konfrst announced that
the lowa Democratic Party is making cannabis legalization a key component of their agenda. Speaking at a
recent conference, Konfrst emphasized that Democrats aim to rally voter support by addressing issues that
align with public opinion, including marijuana reform, reproductive rights, and lowering costs for families.

With Republicans holding the majority in the state legislature, lowa Democrats are positioning marijuana
reform as a critical issue to sway undecided voters and expand their representation in the lowa House. They
believe that by championing popular issues like cannabis legalization, they can gain momentum heading into
the 2025 session.

Focus on Cannabis L egalization

During her speech, Konfrst highlighted that over 60% of | owans support marijuana legalization,
signaling a shift in public opinion that the Democratic Party is eager to capitalize on. “ These are issues that
are reflected and supported by more than 50% of lowans, not just Democrats,” Konfrst said, stressing that the
issue transcends partisan divides.

By aligning their legislative priorities with public sentiment, Democrats hope to energize their base while
appealing to independents and moderates who may be dissatisfied with the current Republican-led
legislature. The push for cannabis legalization is seen as a strategic move that could help Democrats expand
their influence in the state.

Cannabis L egalization Gains Momentum as Surrounding States M ove Forward

Another driving force behind the Democrats focus on cannabis reform is the changing landscape in
neighboring states. House Minority Whip Lindsay James pointed out that states like I llinois and
Wisconsin have already legalized cannabis, creating a growing market that is spilling into lowa.

“We want to regulate it so that we can have a safe product and keep it out of the hands of kids,” James said,
emphasizing the importance of state-level regulation. With marijuana products making their way across state
lines, there isincreasing pressure on lowa lawmakers to take action and prevent unregulated products from
circulating within the state.

Public Support for Cannabis Reform

lowa Democrats are banking on broad public support for marijuana legalization to help drive their 2025
legidative agenda. With amajority of lowansin favor of reform, Democrats believe that cannabis



legalization is not only a political opportunity but also a necessary policy to align lowawith national trends.

As more states across the Midwest move toward legalization, lowa risks being left behind both economically
and socially if it does not adapt to the changing attitudes surrounding cannabis. Legalizing and regul ating
marijuanain lowawould allow the state to generate tax revenue, improve public safety, and address
longstanding disparities in cannabis-related arrests and convictions.

Reproductive Freedom Also on the Democratic Agenda

While cannabis reform is a major focus for lowa Democrats, it is not the only issue they are prioritizing for
2025. In addition to marijuana legalization, Democrats are a so pushing for reproductive freedom, with
plans to restore abortion rights and introduce a constitutional amendment that would protect reproductive
health in the state.

Konfrst and other Democratic leaders have committed to fighting lowa’s six-week abortion ban, which has
been a source of significant controversy. They plan to work on expanding exemptions and clarifying existing
laws to ensure that women in lowa can access necessary reproductive healthcare.

Democr ats Seek to Challenge Republican Dominancein lowa

The lowa Democratic Party’ s legislative agenda, which includes marijuana reform, reproductiverights,
and other key issues, is aclear attempt to challenge Republican dominance in the state legislature. By
aligning themselves with popular causes, Democrats hope to sway undecided voters and build a broader
coalition ahead of the 2025 legidlative session.

With cannabis legalization gaining widespread support and the ongoing debate over reproductive rights, lowa
Democrats are focusing on issues that they believe will resonate with voters across the state, potentially
reshaping the political landscapein lowa.
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