
New Jersey's Future with Legalized Psilocybin:
What to Expect

New Jersey Lawmakers Push for Psychedelics Policy Reform with the Psilocybin
Behavioral Health Access and Services Act

New Jersey lawmakers are working to succeed in psychedelics policy reform where their counterparts in
California and Connecticut have so far faced setbacks. While states like Colorado, Oregon, and
Massachusetts have asked voters to decide on the legalization of psychedelic medicines, New Jersey is taking
a different approach by pursuing reform through legislative action. The state’s proposed Psilocybin
Behavioral Health Access and Services Act aims to create a legal framework for the cultivation,
manufacturing, testing, and administration of psilocybin, a psychedelic compound, within a therapeutic
model.

Legislative Action to Reform Psilocybin Access

Sponsored by New Jersey state Senators Nick Scutari and Joe Vitale, the Psilocybin Behavioral Health
Access and Services Act seeks to establish a regulated system for psilocybin access in the state. Introduced in
January 2024, the bill has undergone significant amendments, including a review by a Senate committee in
June. The amended bill has since cleared both the Senate and Assembly health committees and is now under
consideration by the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee.

The legislation would task the New Jersey Department of Health with overseeing the licensing of psilocybin-
related businesses, including manufacturers, service centers, facilitators, and testing labs. The framework
would regulate psilocybin production and ensure that the substance is administered in a safe and controlled
manner, specifically for therapeutic purposes.

Access to Psychedelics in Controlled Environments

Under the proposed legislation, psilocybin use would be strictly limited to licensed service centers, where
patients would undergo a structured process involving preparation, administration, and optional integration
sessions. These sessions, facilitated by trained professionals, are designed to guide patients through their
psilocybin experience in a therapeutic setting.

To access psilocybin, patients must receive a referral from an approved healthcare practitioner who
determines whether their medical condition qualifies for treatment under the guidelines set forth in the bill.
Only patients with qualifying conditions, such as those related to mental health, would be eligible for
psilocybin therapy. All psilocybin use would occur under the supervision of licensed facilitators in approved
service centers, ensuring that patients are guided throughout the experience to minimize risks.

Business Opportunities and Social Equity in the Psilocybin Market



The Psilocybin Behavioral Health Access and Services Act not only seeks to expand access to psilocybin for
therapeutic purposes but also aims to foster business opportunities in the emerging market. To encourage a
diverse range of participants in the psilocybin industry, the bill proposes a social opportunity program. This
initiative would offer financial and technical assistance to entrepreneurs from economically distressed areas
of New Jersey, making it easier for them to obtain licenses to operate psilocybin-related businesses.

This approach mirrors similar social equity programs in the cannabis industry, aimed at promoting inclusivity
and giving underrepresented communities a stake in the growing industry. By providing these opportunities,
New Jersey aims to address economic disparities while establishing a legal psilocybin market.

Public Support for Psilocybin as a Mental Health Treatment

New Jersey’s psilocybin reform efforts may be bolstered by strong public support for using psychedelics to
treat mental health conditions. According to a poll conducted by Stockton University’s William J. Hughes
Center for Public Policy, 55% of respondents support legalizing psilocybin for medical use under a doctor’s
supervision. Only 20% of respondents opposed the idea, while 24% were unsure.

The poll also found that approximately 30% of respondents reported having experienced the need for
treatment for conditions like depression, anxiety, or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). This public
sentiment aligns with growing recognition of psilocybin’s potential therapeutic benefits for mental health.
Clinical studies have increasingly demonstrated the efficacy of psilocybin-assisted therapy in treating mental
health disorders, with minimal risks of physical or psychological harm when administered under controlled
conditions.

Overcoming Legislative Challenges

While the Psilocybin Behavioral Health Access and Services Act has gained traction in New Jersey, similar
efforts in other states have encountered obstacles. Recent proposals to legalize psychedelics in California and
Connecticut stalled due to the complex interplay of public health concerns, voter sentiment, and legislative
roadblocks. In contrast, New Jersey’s bill benefits from favorable public opinion and a legislative focus on
establishing safe and regulated therapeutic access to psilocybin.

New Jersey’s proactive approach stands in contrast to states that have relied on ballot initiatives to determine
the fate of psychedelic reform. The legislative process allows for more thorough regulatory frameworks,
ensuring that psilocybin’s therapeutic potential is balanced with strict oversight and safety measures.

Moving Forward: Legislative Progress and Future Outlook

The Psilocybin Behavioral Health Access and Services Act is expected to continue moving through the New
Jersey Legislature as lawmakers return from their summer break. The bill recently received a fiscal estimate
from the state’s Office of Legislative Services, an important step in the legislative process. This estimate
outlines the potential financial impact of the bill on the state budget, including costs related to licensing,
regulation, and oversight of psilocybin businesses.

As the bill progresses, advocates are hopeful that New Jersey will join other states like Oregon and Colorado
in leading the way for psychedelic policy reform. If passed, the legislation could open the door to innovative
mental health treatments and create new business opportunities in the state’s burgeoning psychedelic
industry.

A Step Toward Psychedelic Reform



New Jersey’s Psilocybin Behavioral Health Access and Services Act represents a significant step toward
psychedelic policy reform, with the potential to establish a regulated system for psilocybin use in therapeutic
settings. With strong public support for psilocybin as a treatment for mental health conditions, the state may
be poised to succeed where others have faltered. As the legislation continues to move through committees, its
progress will be closely watched by both advocates and critics of psychedelic reform, as well as by those
looking to capitalize on new business opportunities in the emerging field of psychedelic-assisted therapy.
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