
Cannabis Trafficker Used Banksy Art to Launder
Money, Court Says

A UK cannabis dealer who laundered his illegal profits by purchasing high-value Banksy artworks has been
sentenced to three years in prison. Christopher Scrivens, 37, who operated a large-scale cannabis trafficking
operation, used his earnings to acquire luxury items, including several pieces by the elusive British street
artist Banksy. The artworks, valued at nearly $250,000, were discovered during a raid on Scrivens’ home in
South Wales.

Police Raid Uncovers Banksy Art Collection

In a raid on Scrivens’ property, police seized several Banksy pieces, including Monkey Queen, The
Watchtower Swing, and a sculpture titled Grappling Hook. Scrivens later surrendered another artwork, The
Cross, completing his illicit collection. The artworks were part of an elaborate money-laundering scheme in
which Scrivens invested his cannabis profits in high-end assets to hide the proceeds of his criminal activities.

The raid followed a three-year investigation by local police, targeting Scrivens’ operation, which aimed to
distribute large quantities of cannabis in South Wales. According to authorities, Scrivens had boasted about
plans to “flood the Valleys” with marijuana imported from California. His brazen operation led to the
importation of cannabis worth nearly $140,000, and he used family, friends, and neighbors to receive drug
shipments from the United States.

Banksy: Anonymous but Iconic

While Scrivens used Banksy’s art to launder his drug money, the artist himself has long maintained an anti-
establishment ethos. Banksy, whose identity remains unknown, is one of the most famous street artists in the
world, with his artwork often appearing in public spaces across major cities like London, New York, Los
Angeles, and Bethlehem. His pieces, initially created as graffiti, have become highly sought-after collector’s
items, with prices ranging from hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars.

Despite his commercial success, Banksy has been critical of the commodification of his work, once famously
stating, “Commercial success is a mark of failure for a graffiti artist. We’re not supposed to be embraced in
that way.” Scrivens’ use of Banksy’s art to launder money stands in sharp contrast to the artist’s anti-
capitalist stance, adding another layer of irony to the case.

Cannabis Profits Laundered Into Art

Prosecutor Roger Griffiths told the court that Scrivens used his drug profits to purchase luxury items,
including the Banksy pieces. One of the most valuable items, a sculpture called The Grappling Hook, was
purchased with money Scrivens laundered through his cannabis dealings. Scrivens, who is from Ebbw Vale
in Wales, admitted to importing and distributing marijuana as well as conspiring to launder money.
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“Money was laundered for Scrivens to acquire the Banksy’s sculpture The Grappling Hook,” Griffiths
explained. “The defendant’s ill-gotten gains were used to pay for the object.” The high-value art purchases
were part of an attempt to obscure the profits from his illegal cannabis business.

The court also heard that Scrivens’ operation involved using his network of family members, friends, and
neighbors to receive drug shipments. Scrivens’ strategy involved diverting attention from his criminal
activity by purchasing expensive items, including artwork, luxury cars, and designer clothing, as a way to
distance himself from his crimes.

Complex Case of Money Laundering

Detective Chief Inspector Mike Preston, who led the investigation, described the case as particularly
intricate. He noted that Scrivens and his associates went to great lengths to hide the profits from their
criminal enterprise, investing in extravagant items to conceal the source of their wealth.

“This is a particularly complex case, where the defendants have attempted to hide the proceeds of their
crimes in extravagant items of clothing, vehicles, and artwork,” Preston said. He emphasized that
confiscating these assets sends a strong message to criminals that illegal profits will not go unchecked.

Preston also revealed that the Banksy artworks seized from Scrivens’ home will now be subject to the
Proceeds of Crime Act process, which allows the government to seize assets purchased with criminal
earnings.

Judge’s Verdict: Crime Does Not Pay

In sentencing Scrivens, Judge Vanessa Francis underscored the seriousness of his attempts to launder money
through high-value artwork. She pointed out that the defendant had deliberately invested in expensive art to
create a facade of legitimacy around his wealth.

“You invested in expensive art in an effort to distance yourself from your crimes,” Judge Francis told
Scrivens as she handed down the sentence. Scrivens’ three-year prison term serves as a reminder that efforts
to conceal illegal profits will not be tolerated by law enforcement.

The case of Christopher Scrivens highlights the lengths to which some criminals will go to hide their ill-
gotten gains. Using Banksy’s artwork—known for its critiques of capitalism and
commercialization—Scrivens attempted to launder the proceeds of his cannabis operation. His conviction
and the confiscation of his assets, including the Banksy pieces, signal the authorities’ commitment to tackling
organized crime and ensuring that no amount of wealth or art can shield individuals from the law.
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