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New Cannabis Research Institute Launched by
Gov. Pritzker

[llinois Launches Cannabis Resear ch Instituteto Lead Industry Innovation

The State of Illinais, in collaboration with the City of Chicago, has officially launched the Cannabis Research
Institute (CRI). The new initiative aims to position Illinois as a national leader in cannabis research,
addressing the scientific, socioeconomic, and policy aspects of the burgeoning industry.

A Milestonefor Illinois and Cannabis Resear ch

Illinois Governor JB Pritzker announced the CRI’ s launch during an event on Friday, highlighting the state’'s
commitment to advancing cannabis research and innovation. The University of Illinois System’s Discovery
Partners Institute will serve as the CRI’ s home, with operations temporarily based at a repurposed COVID-19
testing facility on the Illinois Medical Center campus in Chicago’s west side.

“Thisinitiative underscores lllinois dedication to leading the way in the cannabis industry,” said University
of Illinois System President Tim Killeen. He emphasi zed the importance of unbiased, accurate research on
crop management, medicinal applications, and the broader social equity impacts of cannabis legalization.

Objectives of the Cannabis Resear ch I nstitute

The CRI’s mission is multifaceted, focusing on scientific research, data collection, and public education to
inform cannabis policy and innovation.

Key Research Areas

Health and M edicinal Effects. Investigating the therapeutic potential of cannabis and its implications for
patient care.

Crop Management: Developing sustainable and efficient cultivation practices.

Socioeconomic I mpacts. Analyzing how cannabis legalization affects communities, economic devel opment,
and equity initiatives.

Policy and Public Per ception

Governor Pritzker emphasized the need to shift public attitudes and address misconceptions about cannabis.
Degspite the legalization of recreational cannabisin Illinoisin 2020, marijuanaremainsillegal under federal
law and in 26 states.

The CRI aims to use evidence-based research to counter misinformation, foster informed discussions about
legalization, and ensure consumer protection and equity in cannabis-related policies.



Economic Investment in the CRI

[llinoisisinvesting $7 million to launch the CRI, funded by taxes collected from legal cannabis sales. This
investment reflects the state’ s broader commitment to using cannabis revenue for public benefit, including
community development and social equity programs.

A National Role in Shaping Cannabis Policy

With the establishment of the CRI, Illinois seeks to influence cannabis policy and research at both the state
and national levels.

Consumer Protection

The CRI’ sresearch will prioritize safeguarding consumers by studying the safety and efficacy of cannabis
products.

Economic and Community Development

The institute will explore how cannabis can contribute to local economies, particularly in underrepresented
communities, while promoting equitable opportunities within the industry.

Equity and Inclusion

A significant focus of the CRI is addressing the social equity challenges associated with cannabis
legalization, ensuring that communities disproportionately affected by prohibition have access to resources
and opportunities.

Illinois Commitment to Innovation

The Cannabis Research Institute represents a bold step forward in normalizing cannabis research and
addressing the challenges and opportunities associated with legalization. Through its commitment to
scientific inquiry and public education, Illinoisis setting a precedent for other states to follow.

Asthe CRI beginsitswork, it is poised to become a trusted authority on cannabis, advancing not only the
industry but also the broader conversation around legalization, equity, and public health.
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