
DEA Cannabis Rescheduling Hearing Paused Until
January

Historic Hearings on Marijuana’s Status Under Federal Law to Begin in January

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is set to initiate historic hearings in mid-January to
evaluate marijuana’s classification under federal law, specifically regarding its potential rescheduling from
Schedule 1 to Schedule 3 of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). The hearings, which will take place
Tuesday through Thursday, are expected to continue for an undetermined period as administrative law judge
John Mulrooney II, the DEA’s chief administrative law judge, oversees the process. The outcome of these
hearings could have a profound impact on the $32 billion state-regulated cannabis industry.

As the hearings approach, there is still no clear indication of when Judge Mulrooney might deliver his final
ruling on the rescheduling of marijuana, but it is expected to be no earlier than February. In the meantime,
parties involved in the proceedings have been given deadlines to submit additional filings, with one set for
December 13 and another for January 3. These filings will further inform the judge as he prepares to hear
testimony from various witnesses and experts.

Hearing Details and Structure

During a procedural session held on Monday, Mulrooney discussed the structure of the upcoming hearings.
He clarified that these proceedings would not focus on whether marijuana is inherently good or bad, but
instead on its potential for addiction and other specific factors that would justify a shift in its classification.
Marijuana is currently classified as a Schedule 1 drug, a category that denotes substances with a high
potential for abuse and no accepted medical use. Moving marijuana to Schedule 3 would significantly change
its legal status and have widespread effects on the cannabis industry.

Mulrooney explained that while the hearings would involve testimony and expert witnesses, his role would
be to focus on a narrow set of concerns related to addiction potential and other criteria for rescheduling. He
emphasized the need for efficiency in the proceedings, noting that his goal is to make a decision as quickly as
possible while ensuring that the evidence heard is relevant and credible.

Key Players and Witnesses

The rescheduling process is a complex one, involving a wide range of participants. A total of 19 designated
participants have been selected to take part in the hearings, and each will be allowed to present testimony
from a witness of their choosing. Each witness will have 90 minutes to testify, with opposing parties granted
20 minutes for cross-examination. Some participants, particularly those who have consolidated their
arguments with other parties, will be allowed up to 120 minutes for testimony from two witnesses.

While much of the focus will be on the testimony presented during the hearings, Mulrooney made it clear
that he expects participants to present only the most relevant and succinct evidence. In his opening remarks,



he stressed that the volume of materials submitted to the court should be kept to a minimum. Mulrooney
specifically mentioned that he would not read extensive volumes of documents, including books that some
witnesses might attempt to submit. Instead, he stated that he was only interested in evidence that directly
addresses the issues at hand, such as marijuana’s addiction potential.

Challenges and Controversies

While the hearings are a critical step toward revisiting marijuana’s classification, they are not without
controversy. Marijuana has been classified as a Schedule 1 drug since the Controlled Substances Act was
first established in 1970, and any move to reschedule it would be groundbreaking. Rescheduling would make
marijuana more accessible for medical use, potentially opening the door for increased research into its
therapeutic properties and allowing more widespread use in states where cannabis is currently legal.

However, the rescheduling decision is also fraught with political and social challenges. Proponents of
marijuana legalization argue that the drug’s medical benefits have been demonstrated through research, and
its current classification as a Schedule 1 substance is out of step with contemporary medical science. On the
other hand, critics remain concerned about the potential risks of increased marijuana use, including its
potential to harm public health and safety.

Mulrooney’s approach to the hearings will likely be closely scrutinized. In his opening remarks, he
acknowledged that his role was not to make a judgment on the moral or medical value of marijuana but to
focus solely on the regulatory concerns set out by the law. This narrow focus has led to some confusion, as
marijuana’s potential for medical use is at the center of the debate over its rescheduling. Nevertheless,
Mulrooney’s decision will be significant for the future of cannabis policy in the United States.

Timeline and Next Steps

While the hearings are set to begin in mid-January, the exact timeline for when a final ruling will be issued
remains unclear. Mulrooney indicated that it could be as late as February 2025 before he concludes the
hearings, after hearing from all the witnesses and reviewing the evidence presented. During this time,
participants will be able to submit additional filings to support their positions, with two key deadlines
looming: December 13 and January 3.

In preparation for the hearings, Mulrooney has been working to streamline the process and ensure that the
focus remains on the specific legal and scientific issues at stake. The process is likely to be drawn-out and
complex, but it marks an important step in the broader conversation about the future of marijuana in the U.S.
As the cannabis industry continues to grow and evolve, the rescheduling hearings may set the stage for a
major shift in federal drug policy.

The upcoming hearings on marijuana’s rescheduling under federal law are a significant milestone in the
ongoing debate over the drug’s legal status in the United States. While the precise timeline for a decision
remains uncertain, the hearings will likely have a profound impact on the future of the cannabis industry. The
process will focus on narrow legal and scientific questions related to addiction potential and other regulatory
criteria, rather than the broader issue of marijuana’s medicinal or recreational value. With the hearings set to
begin in January and potentially concluding in 2025, the nation awaits a ruling that could reshape the
landscape of marijuana policy for years to come.
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