
Explosion at Cannabis Facility Injures Two
Workers

Two Workers Injured in Explosion and Fire at Cannabis Extraction Facility in
Stevensville, Maryland

On Wednesday, January 24, 2025, an explosion and fire at a cannabis extraction facility in Stevensville,
Maryland, left two workers injured, prompting an immediate emergency response. The incident occurred at
PharmaCann, a well-known cannabis production facility on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, where the explosion
took place within an extraction booth.

Emergency Response and Firefighter Efforts Prevent Further Casualties

According to the Office of the State Fire Marshal, emergency responders were dispatched to the facility
shortly after reports of the explosion came in. Firefighters arrived at the scene to find that the facility’s
sprinkler system had managed to contain much of the damage. Despite the quick response, the explosion
caused severe injuries to one of the workers, although their injuries were not life-threatening. The second
worker sustained injuries that were less serious.

In a statement from fire officials, it was confirmed that the facility’s emergency response systems, including
fire alarms and ventilation equipment, functioned as designed, playing a crucial role in limiting the extent of
the damage and preventing additional injuries.

Evacuation of Surrounding Properties and Impact on Local Area

As a precaution, four neighboring properties were evacuated and temporarily closed following the explosion.
The damage to the building’s fire sprinkler system prompted concerns over safety, with emergency
responders acting swiftly to mitigate the risks to nearby residents and businesses.

Local authorities also noted that despite the destruction, the explosion’s impact was contained within the
immediate area, with no further casualties reported. The evacuation of neighboring properties, while
necessary, was done in a controlled manner, and no further incidents occurred in the wake of the explosion.

Cause of Explosion Still Under Investigation, Safety Protocols Under Scrutiny

The cause of the explosion remains under investigation, though initial reports indicate that the incident
occurred in an extraction booth where flammable materials like propane and butane are used. These
substances are a standard part of the cannabis extraction process, but their flammable nature raises questions
about the adequacy of safety measures and protocols in place at the facility.

State fire officials, along with representatives from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA), are conducting a thorough investigation into the incident. The findings will likely provide more



insight into potential safety concerns and the measures that could be implemented to prevent future
explosions in similar facilities.

Preliminary Damage Estimates Exceed $250,000

While the exact cost of the explosion has not yet been determined, initial assessments suggest that damage to
the building and equipment will likely exceed $250,000. This figure includes the cost of repairs to the
damaged extraction booth and the fire sprinkler system, as well as any structural damage to the facility.

PharmaCann, which operates multiple cannabis production facilities across the United States, has not yet
issued a public statement regarding the incident. The company is expected to cooperate fully with the
investigation and review its safety practices in light of the explosion.

Industry Implications and Focus on Worker Safety

This explosion serves as a stark reminder of the risks associated with the cannabis extraction industry,
particularly when flammable gases like propane and butane are involved in the process. Worker safety and
the implementation of rigorous safety standards will likely come under increased scrutiny as the investigation
progresses.

Experts in industrial safety are calling for more comprehensive oversight in the cannabis sector, especially in
states like Maryland, where the cannabis industry has seen rapid growth. Ensuring that proper safety
protocols are followed, including the installation of fail-safe mechanisms, ventilation systems, and employee
training, will be critical to preventing future incidents of this nature.

Ongoing Investigation and Potential Legal Consequences

As of now, the investigation into the cause of the explosion is ongoing. State fire officials, along with federal
agencies, are carefully analyzing the scene and reviewing any evidence that could shed light on how and why
the explosion occurred. The results of the investigation could have broader implications for safety regulations
within the cannabis industry and may lead to changes in both state and federal policy regarding the handling
of volatile materials.

At this time, no legal actions have been announced, but the incident may lead to fines or penalties for
PharmaCann if any safety violations are uncovered. The company’s response to the investigation, as well as
any steps it takes to rectify safety concerns, will likely play a significant role in determining its legal and
financial repercussions.

A Wake-Up Call for Cannabis Extraction Facilities Nationwide

This explosion serves as a stark reminder of the inherent risks involved in cannabis extraction processes,
especially when flammable chemicals like propane and butane are in use. While the immediate damage and
injuries were contained, the incident highlights the need for strict safety protocols and more robust regulation
to ensure that worker and public safety are prioritized.

As the investigation continues, it is likely that safety reforms will be proposed to prevent similar incidents
from occurring in the future. The cannabis industry, particularly those involved in extraction and production,
will likely face heightened scrutiny and calls for greater accountability in the wake of this explosion.
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