
Supermajority Blocks Miller Amendment to
Change Cannabis Class

Indiana Republicans Block Amendment to Reclassify Cannabis in House Bill 1056,
Stalling Legalization Debate

On January 27, 2025, a key amendment to House Bill 1056 aimed at striking cannabis from its classification
as a Schedule 1 controlled substance was voted down by House Republicans. The amendment, introduced by
State Representative Kyle Miller (D-Fort Wayne), sought to open the door to a broader discussion about the
potential legalization of cannabis in Indiana. Despite Miller’s push for reform, the Republican supermajority
voted against the proposal, effectively blocking any immediate moves toward rethinking the state’s stance on
cannabis.

Rep. Kyle Miller Expresses Disappointment Following the Vote

In the wake of the vote, Rep. Miller expressed his frustration, calling the decision a missed opportunity for
Indiana to capitalize on the economic and health benefits that legalizing cannabis could bring. “This was an
opportunity to start the conversation about the possibility of legalizing marijuana in our state,” Miller said.
“And House Republicans have signaled they aren’t interested in bringing hundreds of millions of dollars in
revenue to Indiana.”

The proposed amendment aimed to remove cannabis from its current classification as a Schedule 1 drug, a
designation that categorizes it alongside substances like heroin and LSD, and implies a high potential for
abuse with no accepted medical use. Miller argued that reclassifying cannabis could pave the way for future
discussions about its legalization, particularly in terms of both medicinal and recreational use.

Miller Calls for Accountability and Transparency from Republicans

Miller went on to question the Republican-led House’s resistance to exploring cannabis reform. “If they don’t
want to have this discussion, I think they owe it to Hoosiers to explain why they don’t want to grow our
economy, like 24 states have done using marijuana,” he said. “They also owe an explanation to chronically ill
Hoosiers who could benefit from a medicinal marijuana program, which 38 states in the country have, why
they are so inclined to limit their access to drugs that could alleviate some of their suffering.”

Miller’s remarks reflect the growing nationwide movement toward cannabis legalization, particularly in the
realm of medical use. With nearly two-thirds of the United States having some form of cannabis legalization,
Indiana’s continued reluctance to engage in the debate is becoming a point of contention among many state
residents and lawmakers.

The Economic and Health Benefits of Legal Cannabis: A Nationwide Trend



Across the United States, the legalization of cannabis has been linked to significant economic benefits. States
that have legalized marijuana have seen an influx of tax revenue, which is often earmarked for education,
public health, and other state-funded programs. Additionally, the cannabis industry has created thousands of
new jobs, boosting local economies in states like Colorado, California, and Illinois.

From a health perspective, states that have embraced medical marijuana programs have expanded access to
treatment options for patients suffering from a range of conditions, including chronic pain, anxiety, and
epilepsy. With 38 states already offering some form of medical cannabis access, many advocates argue that
Indiana is lagging behind in offering relief to residents who could benefit from these treatments.

Republican Opposition: A Barrier to Progress?

Despite the mounting evidence in favor of cannabis reform, the Republican supermajority in the Indiana
House of Representatives has remained steadfast in its opposition to legalizing cannabis in any form. Many
Republican lawmakers argue that the potential risks of legalization outweigh the benefits, citing concerns
about public safety, addiction, and the potential impact on the workforce. However, critics of this stance
argue that these concerns are often based on outdated or unfounded assumptions.

Miller’s amendment was designed to address one of the key barriers to cannabis reform: the federal Schedule
1 classification. By striking this language from House Bill 1056, the amendment would have taken an initial
step toward reexamining the state’s approach to cannabis. Although the proposal was blocked, the debate
over cannabis legalization is expected to continue, as more states push forward with reform and public
opinion on the issue continues to evolve.

Public Opinion Shifting Toward Legalization: Will Indiana Follow Suit?

Public opinion in Indiana, as in many other states, has shifted significantly in favor of cannabis legalization
over the past decade. Polls have shown a growing majority of Hoosiers support legalizing cannabis for both
medical and recreational use. However, despite this shift, legislative action has yet to reflect the will of the
people.

Miller’s comments highlight the frustration felt by many supporters of cannabis reform in the state.
“Throughout the country, legislative bodies are having conversations about the economic and health benefits
legalizing marijuana can have,” Miller stated. “I’m disappointed that Indiana Republicans are so willing to be
left behind as other states reap the benefits while we won’t even kick off the conversation by striking it as a
Schedule 1 drug.”

What’s Next for Cannabis Legislation in Indiana?

With the amendment blocked, it remains unclear when—or if—Indiana lawmakers will revisit the issue of
cannabis legalization. While Miller and other advocates for reform remain hopeful that the conversation will
continue, the Republican supermajority in the state legislature has shown little inclination to move forward
with legalization.

For now, it appears that cannabis will remain classified as a Schedule 1 substance in Indiana, and efforts to
move the state toward legalization will face continued opposition. However, as other states continue to reap
the benefits of cannabis legalization, it’s likely that the pressure to act will only increase.

Rep. Miller’s push for reform may have been blocked in this instance, but with shifting public attitudes and
the continued success of cannabis programs across the country, the debate over marijuana’s status in Indiana
is far from over. As more states continue to embrace cannabis legalization, Indiana lawmakers may
eventually be forced to reconsider their stance and engage in the conversation about the future of cannabis in



the Hoosier State.
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