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Cannabis L egalization: 12 Statesto Watch in 2025

12 States Poised to L egalize Cannabisin 2025

Exploring the Potential for Cannabis Reform Across the United States

As of February 2025, the landscape of cannabis legalization in the United States continues to evolve. With 24
states having legalized adult-use cannabis and 39 states permitting medical use, momentum for reform
persists. This article examines 12 states that are potential candidates for cannabis legalization in 2025,
analyzing the political climate, legidative efforts, and public opinion in each.

Pennsylvania
Palitical Climate and Legidative Efforts

Pennsylvania presents a unique case with a divided government: a Democratic governor and a Republican-
controlled legislature. Governor Josh Shapiro has expressed support for adult-use cannabis legalization,
aligning with the Democratic majority in the House. However, the Republican-led Senate remains cautious.
Senator Dan Laughlin, a Republican, has shown openness to bipartisan discussions on the matter,
emphasizing the need for a responsible approach that considers public input.

Public Opinion and Economic Considerations

Public support for cannabis legalization in Pennsylvania has been growing, with recent pollsindicating a
majority in favor. Advocates highlight potential economic benefits, including job creation and tax revenue.
The state’ s budgetary needs may further incentivize lawmakersto consider legalization as a viable financial

strategy.

New Hampshire
Political Climate and Legidative Efforts

New Hampshire operates under a Republican trifecta, with the GOP controlling both legislative chambers
and the governorship. Historically, Governor Chris Sununu has opposed adult-use cannabis legalization.
However, recent legidative sessions have seen increased bipartisan support for reform. Notably, the New
Hampshire House has passed legalization bills in previous years, only to see them stall in the Senate.

Public Opinion and Regional Influences

Surrounded by states where cannabisis legal, New Hampshire faces regional pressure to align its policies.
Public opinion within the state has shifted, with a significant portion of residents supporting legalization.
This changing sentiment, combined with potential economic benefits, may influence lawmakers to reconsider



their stance in 2025.
Hawaii
Political Climate and Legidlative Efforts

Hawaii stands out as the only state with a Democratic trifecta that has not legalized adult-use cannabis.
Governor Josh Green, who assumed office in 2023, has expressed cautious support for legalization,
emphasizing the need for awell-regulated framework. Legidative efforts have been ongoing, with several
bills introduced to permit adult-use cannabis, though none have passed to date.

Economic and Social Considerations

Tourism playsavital rolein Hawaii’ s economy. Legalizing cannabis could attract additional visitors and
generate substantial tax revenue. Moreover, addressing social justice concerns related to past cannabis
convictions remains a priority for many advocates, aiming to rectify historical disparitiesin enforcement.

Virginia
Palitical Climate and Legidative Efforts

Virginialegalized adult-use cannabis possession in 2021 but delayed the establishment of aretail market.
The state’ s government is currently divided, with a Republican governor and alegislature split between the
two parties. Efforts to expedite the launch of retail sales have faced challenges, with disagreements over
regulatory frameworks and taxation.

Public Opinion and Economic Considerations

Virginians have shown strong support for a regulated cannabis market. Establishing retail sales could curb
illicit activities and provide a new revenue stream for the state. As neighboring states advance their cannabis
industries, Virginiamay feel compelled to accelerate its efforts to remain competitive.

South Carolina
Political Climate and Legidlative Efforts

South Carolina maintains a Republican trifecta and has historically resisted cannabis reform. However, recent
legidlative sessions have introduced bills aiming to establish a medical cannabis program. Notably, Senator
Tom Davis has been avocal advocate, sponsoring the South Carolina Compassionate Care Act, which seeks
to provide patients with qualifying conditions access to medical cannabis.

Public Opinion and Medical Community Support
Support for medical cannabisin South Carolina has been growing, with various patient advocacy groups and
medical professionals endorsing its therapeutic potential. While recreational use remains contentious, the

push for medical legalization gains traction as more residents recognize its benefits for patients with chronic
illnesses.

| owa



Political Climate and Legidlative Efforts

lowa operates under a Republican trifecta and has a limited medical cannabis program that permits low-THC
products. Recent legidlative proposals, such as House File 105, aim to expand the program by allowing
inhalable botanical cannabis. Proponents argue that this change would reduce costs for patients and enhance
accessibility.

Economic and Social Considerations

Expanding the medical cannabis program could stimulate economic growth through the establishment of
dispensaries and cultivation facilities. Additionally, addressing the needs of patients seeking alternative
treatments may prompt lawmakers to consider broader reformsin the near future.

Kansas

Political Climate and Legidative Efforts

Kansas remains one of the few states without any form of legalized cannabis. The state has a Republican
trifecta, and previous attempts at reform have faced significant opposition. However, recent discussions have
seen a shift, with bipartisan support emerging for medical cannabis legalization. Legislative committees have
been studying the issue, and bills proposing aregulated medical program have been introduced.

Public Opinion and Regional Influences
Public opinion in Kansasis gradually shifting in favor of medical cannabis, influenced by neighboring states

that have implemented successful programs. The potential for economic benefits and the desire to provide
patients with alternative treatments contribute to the growing support for reform.

Nebraska

Palitical Climate and Legidative Efforts

Nebraska s unicameral legislature is officially nonpartisan but |eans conservative. In 2024, voters approved
medical cannabis legalization measures with overwhelming support. However, implementation has been
delayed due to ongoing litigation aiming to prevent the program’s rollout.

Public Opinion and Legal Challenges

The strong voter mandate indicates robust public support for medical cannabis. Resolving legal challenges
remains a priority to honor the will of the electorate and establish aregulated program that serves patientsin
need.

North Carolina
Palitical Climate and Legidative Efforts

North Carolina has a Republican-controlled legislature with a Democratic governor. Recent years have seen
increased legidative activity surrounding medical cannabis, with bipartisan bills introduced to create a
comprehensive program. While previous efforts have stalled, continued advocacy and shifting public opinion



keep the issue at the forefront.

Public Opinion and Medical Community Support

Support for medical cannabisis on the rise among North Carolinians, with many recognizing its potential
benefits for patients with debilitating conditions. Endorsements from medical professionals and patient
testimonials contribute to the growing momentum for reform.

Wisconsin

Palitical Climate and Legidative Efforts

Wisconsin's government is divided, with a Democratic governor and a Republican-controlled legidlature.
Governor Tony Evers has repeatedly included cannabis reform in his budget proposals, advocating for both
medical and recreational |egalization. However, legidative |eaders have been resistant, posing a significant
hurdle.

Public Opinion and Economic Considerations

Public support for cannabis legalization in Wisconsin has been increasing, with recent polls showing a
majority in favor. Legalization could provide economic benefits through job creation and tax revenue,
especialy as neighboring states advance their cannabis industries.

Texas

Political Climate and Legidlative Efforts

Texas operates under a Republican trifecta and has a limited medical cannabis program focusing on low-
THC products for specific conditions. Recent |egidlative sessions have seen proposals to expand the program
and decriminalize small amounts of cannabis. While comprehensive reform faces challenges, incremental
changes indicate a slow shift in perspective.

Public Opinion and Advocacy Efforts

Texans support for cannabis reform is growing, with many advocating for expanded medical access and

decriminalization. Grassroots organizations and patient advocacy groups continue to push for legidative
changes, aiming to align state policies.
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