
Future of OEHS 2025: What It Means for
Cannabis Businesses

The American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) recently released its Future of OEHS 2025 survey.
Offering valuable insights into the state and future demand for the occupational and environmental health and
safety (OEHS) profession in the United States. As the cannabis industry continues its rapid expansion,
understanding these findings is crucial for businesses aiming to maintain compliance, protect workers, and
ensure sustainable growth.

Growing Emphasis on Workplace Safety in Cannabis

With more states legalizing cannabis for medical and recreational use, the industry is facing increased
scrutiny regarding occupational health and safety standards. AIHA’s survey highlights the evolving
expectations for workplace safety, underscoring the importance of risk management, exposure control, and
regulatory compliance for cannabis operators.

Cannabis cultivation, processing, and retail facilities all present unique health hazards, including airborne
contaminants, chemical exposure, ergonomic concerns, and fire risks. The Future of OEHS 2025 report
suggests that regulatory agencies will likely impose stricter safety protocols, making it essential for cannabis
businesses to stay ahead of compliance requirements.

Regulatory Challenges and Compliance Trends

AIHA’s findings indicate a growing demand for OEHS professionals, signaling that cannabis companies
must prioritize workplace safety measures to align with broader industry trends. Federal legalization efforts,
though uncertain, could bring a uniform regulatory framework that standardizes safety guidelines across the
U.S. However, until then, businesses must navigate a patchwork of state regulations and evolving OSHA
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration) standards.

Key areas where compliance will play a critical role include:

Air quality management in cultivation and extraction facilities

Personal protective equipment (PPE) mandates for workers handling chemicals

Fire prevention and hazardous material storage

Training programs to ensure employee awareness and adherence to safety standards

Workforce Development and OEHS Integration

The AIHA survey emphasizes the need for well-trained OEHS professionals in high-risk industries,
including cannabis. As cannabis operations expand, hiring dedicated safety personnel or outsourcing to



OEHS consultants can mitigate risks and improve operational efficiency.

Additionally, automation and AI-driven safety monitoring are expected to play a larger role in ensuring
compliance. Technologies such as airborne contaminant sensors, automated PPE tracking, and AI-
driven compliance reporting. It could help cannabis businesses stay ahead of potential hazards while
meeting regulatory expectations.

Sustainability and Environmental Health Considerations

Beyond worker safety, the AIHA report highlights sustainability trends that will shape the future of OEHS.
The cannabis industry is under increasing pressure to reduce its environmental impact, with a focus on:

Energy-efficient cultivation methods to lower carbon footprints

Water conservation strategies for sustainable growth operations

Safe disposal of hazardous byproducts from extraction and processing

Regulatory bodies may introduce stricter environmental health requirements, making it crucial for
cannabis businesses to integrate sustainability practices into their OEHS frameworks.

Preparing for the Future

For cannabis businesses, the Future of OEHS 2025 report serves as a wake-up call to prioritize workplace
safety, compliance, and sustainability. By investing in OEHS strategies, companies can reduce risks,
protect their workforce. And position themselves as industry leaders in responsible cannabis production.

As the regulatory landscape evolves, proactive businesses that adopt strong safety cultures, technological
advancements, and sustainability measures will be better equipped to thrive in the ever-changing cannabis
industry. Staying informed and adapting to OEHS trends will not only ensure compliance but also foster a
safer, more sustainable future for the cannabis sector.
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