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10 Steps to Preserve Surplus Cannabis for Optimal Extraction
Quality

As the cannabis industry continues to grow, many cultivators find themselves with surplus harvests that must
be stored properly before being used for extraction. Preserving excess cannabis ensures maximum potency,
terpene retention, and overall extract quality. Here are 10 essential steps to properly store and maintain
surplus cannabis before extraction.

Step 1: Harvest and Handle Cannabis with Care to Prevent Damage

Proper preservation begins at harvest. Handle cannabis gently to avoid trichome loss and excessive moisture
exposure, which can degrade cannabinoids and terpenes. Using sterile gloves and tools during harvest helps
maintain product integrity.

Step 2: Implement a Controlled Drying Process to Prevent Mold Growth

Drying cannabis correctly is essential to prevent mold and mildew. Maintain humidity levels between 45-
55% and temperatures around 60-70°F (15-21°C) to ensure slow and even drying. Rapid drying can degrade
cannabinoids, while excessive moisture can lead to contamination.

Step 3: Optimize Curing Techniques for Maximum Cannabinoid and Terpene
Retention

Curing is a crucial step in preserving potency and flavor. Store dried cannabis in airtight glass jars at 60-
65% humidity in a cool, dark place. Regularly burping the jars for the first few weeks helps release excess
moisture while maintaining quality.

Step 4: Store Cannabis in Airtight, Lightproof Containers to Avoid Degradation

Light and oxygen can degrade cannabinoids, reducing the effectiveness of extracted products. Use vacuum-
sealed, lightproof containers to limit exposure to air and UV light. Avoid storing cannabis in plastic bags,
as they can cause static buildup and trichome loss.

Step 5: Maintain Proper Temperature and Humidity Levels in Storage Areas

Temperature and humidity fluctuations can lead to moisture buildup, mold, and cannabinoid degradation.
Keep storage rooms at 55-65°F (12-18°C) with 55-62% relative humidity to preserve cannabis quality



before extraction.

Step 6: Utilize Freezing for Long-Term Storage and Preservation of Freshness

For long-term preservation, flash-freezing freshly harvested cannabis can maintain trichome integrity
and terpene profiles. Vacuum-sealing cannabis before freezing prevents ice crystal formation, which can
damage the plant material.

Step 7: Monitor Oxygen Levels to Prevent Oxidation and Cannabinoid Loss

Oxygen exposure accelerates THC degradation into CBN, reducing potency. Use nitrogen flushing or
vacuum-sealing techniques to minimize oxidation and maintain optimal cannabinoid levels for extraction.

Step 8: Keep Cannabis Away from Contaminants to Ensure Purity in Extraction

Cannabis absorbs odors and contaminants from its surroundings. Store surplus cannabis away from strong-
smelling items, chemicals, and pesticides to ensure purity and safety in extracted products.

Step 9: Label and Track Storage Batches for Quality Control and Compliance

Proper batch tracking and labeling ensure compliance with regulatory requirements and help maintain
quality consistency. Record storage dates, moisture content, and strain details to monitor cannabis conditions
over time.

Step 10: Regularly Inspect and Rotate Stock to Avoid Stale or Degraded Material

Periodic quality checks help identify mold, moisture issues, or degradation before extraction. Rotate stock
based on storage duration to use older material first, ensuring that only high-quality cannabis is processed for
extraction.

Maximizing Extract Quality Through Proper Preservation

By following these 10 essential steps, cultivators and processors can effectively store surplus cannabis while
maintaining potency, flavor, and extractability. Whether using traditional drying and curing or advanced
freezing techniques, proper preservation strategies enhance extraction efficiency and final product quality
, ensuring optimal results in cannabis concentrates and oils.
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