
Thousands Apply for Minnesota Cannabis
Licenses

Thousands of Applicants Compete for Minnesota’s Adult Use
Cannabis Licenses, Signaling High Market Demand

More than 3,500 business hopefuls are vying for a chance to enter Minnesota’s adult-use cannabis market,
setting the stage for what could be a highly competitive industry launch in 2025.

Regulatory Hurdles Remain, But 2025 Launch Appears Likely for Minnesota’s
Recreational Cannabis Market

Although Minnesota regulators have yet to finalize the market’s framework, industry insiders are optimistic
that the large applicant pool suggests adult-use sales could begin next year. However, the final regulations
still require judicial approval before moving forward.

More Than 3,500 Applications Filed for Limited Cannabis Business Licenses

As of March 24, the state’s Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) received 3,529 applications across 10
license types, highlighting widespread interest in the emerging market. Almost half of the
applicants—1,741—qualify as social equity applicants, aiming to bring diverse ownership to the industry.

Minnesota’s Licensing Breakdown: Thousands Seek Retail, Cultivation, and Processing
Permits

With the potential for over 2,100 recreational dispensary licenses and 2,000 cultivation permits to be issued,
the competition remains fierce. However, the OCM is expected to disqualify some applications, while others
may voluntarily withdraw from eligibility.

Key licensing applications received include:

273 applications for 100 mezzobusiness permits.

96 applications for 50 cultivator licenses.

83 applications for 24 manufacturer permits.

854 applications for 150 retailer licenses.

Social Equity Applicants Hold Strong Presence in Minnesota’s Cannabis Licensing Pool

https://cannabisriskmanager.com/minnesota-to-open-adult-use-cannabis-licensing-this-month/


Four license types—retail, cultivation, manufacturing, and mezzobusiness—are capped by state law and will
be equally distributed between social equity applicants and general applicants. For uncapped license
categories, the OCM received:

1,849 applications for microbusiness licenses.

48 applications for wholesaler licenses.

72 applications for transporter licenses.

12 applications for testing lab permits.

236 applications for delivery service licenses.

6 applications for medical combination licenses.

Minnesota’s Cannabis Legalization Timeline: Delays, Regulatory Changes, and
Licensing Challenges

Minnesota’s legalization of adult-use marijuana in 2023 was met with high expectations, but progress has
been slower than anticipated. The OCM has faced several obstacles, including a court-mandated social equity
license lottery redo and a recent executive leadership change in January 2024. A brief extension of the
application window in early March was also necessary due to a technical glitch in the system.

Despite these delays, regulators and industry experts remain hopeful that Minnesota’s adult-use cannabis
market will officially launch in 2025, providing new economic opportunities and legal access for consumers.
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