
Kamala Harris Shines a Light on Cannabis
Pardons During White House Event

Vice President Kamala Harris Advocates Marijuana Pardons at White House Event

Vice President Kamala Harris reaffirmed the administration’s commitment to marijuana pardons during a
White House event on Thursday, emphasizing her belief that “people should not have to go to jail for
smoking weed.” The event, attended by celebrity advocate Kim Kardashian and four individuals who
received presidential pardons for drug-related convictions, highlighted the administration’s efforts in
exercising clemency authority, particularly in cases of federal cannabis offenses.

Presidential Pardons for Marijuana Offenses

Harris praised President Joe Biden’s leadership in issuing more pardons and commutations than any recent
administration, specifically noting the pardons granted for federal convictions related to simple marijuana
possession. She reiterated her stance that individuals should not face incarceration for cannabis use, framing
the pardons as an extension of this principle.

Second Chance Month Recognition

The event coincided with Second Chance Month, underscoring the administration’s commitment to providing
opportunities for individuals with prior convictions to reintegrate into society. This theme echoes Harris’
previous discussions with marijuana pardon recipients, where she emphasized the importance of granting
relief and addressing the collateral consequences of drug-related convictions.

Calls for Cannabis Reform

During a closed-door portion of the roundtable event, Harris advocated for the rescheduling of cannabis by
the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), echoing the recommendation of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS). Additionally, she expressed support for marijuana legalization, signaling a
progressive stance on cannabis policy reform.

White House Recognition of Cannabis Actions

The White House highlighted Biden’s cannabis actions in a fact sheet about Second Chance Month,
emphasizing the administration’s efforts to address the disproportionate impact of marijuana prohibition on
individuals’ lives. The fact sheet underscored the significance of pardons in removing barriers to housing,
employment, and education for thousands of people with prior cannabis convictions.

Continuing Advocacy for Clemency

While the administration’s clemency efforts have been praised by advocates, there remains a pressing need to
address the incarceration of individuals over federal marijuana offenses. Calls from members of Congress
urging Biden to grant clemency to all Americans incarcerated for non-violent cannabis convictions reflect



ongoing efforts to achieve justice and equity in drug policy.

Presidential Stance on Marijuana Clemency

Biden’s position on marijuana clemency has been nuanced, with indications that his focus may remain on
individuals convicted of use or simple possession rather than those involved in cultivation or distribution.
However, the administration’s acknowledgment of cannabis reform as a focal point heading into the
November election signals a willingness to engage with the issue on a broader scale.

Vice President Kamala Harris’ advocacy for marijuana pardons at the White House event underscores the
administration’s commitment to criminal justice reform and cannabis policy reform. As calls for equity and
justice in drug policy continue to resonate, the administration’s efforts to address the collateral consequences
of cannabis prohibition represent a significant step towards achieving a fairer and more compassionate
approach to drug policy.
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