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Democrats Ramp Up Push for Cannabis Reform
Ahead of 4/20 Festivities

At arecent event, Senate Mgjority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY'), along with Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ), revealed their efforts to garner Republican
support for federal marijuana legalization. Wyden emphasized their active pursuit, stating they are “out right
now trying to recruit Republicansto joinin.”

Celebrating Progress. Champions of Cannabis Reform Speak Out

Organized by the Last Prisoner Project (LPP), a press briefing convened multiple congressional advocates of
cannabis legalization. Amid discussions, momentum towards ending prohibition was acknowledged, with
key figures like Schumer and Wyden voicing their commitment to the cause.

Descheduling: A Republican Dream?

With a clear message of “Deschedule,” Wyden urged bipartisan support for removing marijuanafrom the list
of controlled substances. He emphasized the significance of descheduling and challenged the notion that
Republicans only advocate for states' rights selectively.

Schumer’s Enduring Commitment to Cannabis Reform

In apre-recorded video shared ahead of the National Cannabis Policy Summit, Schumer reiterated his
dedication to ending federal prohibition on cannabis. He highlighted legidlative progress, including the
passage of the SAFE Banking Act, and teased forthcoming initiatives such as the Cannabis Administration
and Opportunity Act (CAOA).

Blumenauer’s Call for Action: Celebrating 4/20 Every Day

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), founding co-chair of the Congressional Cannabis Caucus, emphasized the
opportune moment to push for comprehensive reform. He urged continuous efforts to end the failed war on
drugs and mobilize widespread support.

Pressley: From Personal Experienceto Policy Advocacy

Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-MA) shared her personal connection to the issue, citing the impact of drug-related
incarceration on her family. She underscored the intersectionality of cannabis justice with racial and

economic justice, urging swift action and expanded clemency measures.

Conclusion: Cannabis Justice Demands Action



Asvoices from across the political spectrum unite in advocating for cannabis reform, the urgency of the
moment cannot be overstated. With bipartisan efforts underway and public support mounting, the push for
federal marijuanalegalization signifies acrucial step towards justice and equity.
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