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California's Battle Against Illicit Cannabis. Task
Force Nets $53M + in First Quarter

California Task Force Seizes $53M + of Illegal Cannabis: A Significant Crackdown

In adecisive move against illegal cannabis activities, California’ s Unified Cannabis Enforcement Taskforce
(UCETF) has seized over $53 million worth of illicit cannabis products during the first quarter of 2024.
Established in 2022, the UCETF has emerged as a pivotal force in combating unlawful cannabis operations
across the state.

Cracking Down on Illicit Cannabis

The seizures conducted by the UCETF included a substantial haul of 54,137 unlicensed cannabis plants and
31,866 pounds of illegal marijuana products, as detailed in arecent news release. These actions represent a
significant blow toillicit cannabis networks operating within California, disrupting activities associated with
organized crime, human trafficking, and the distribution of harmful illegal products.

Commitment to Legal Marketplace

Governor Gavin Newsom, the driving force behind the establishment of UCETF, emphasized the state’s
commitment to fostering alegal cannabis marketplace. “Aswe continue to cultivate alegal marketplace,
we're taking aggressive action to crack down on those still operating in the shadows,” stated Governor
Newsom. The enforcement efforts aim to safeguard public health and environmental integrity by curbing the
proliferation of illicit cannabis products.

Wide-Ranging Operations

Operations conducted by UCETF in the first quarter were carried out across multiple counties, including
Alameda, Fresno, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San Joaquin. These coordinated efforts reflect
the task force’ s comprehensive approach to tackling illegal cannabis activities on a statewide scale.

Impressive Enforcement Results

Since itsinception, UCETF has achieved notable success in its enforcement efforts. With atotal of 236
search warrants executed, the task force has seized a staggering $371,199,431 in unlicensed cannabis.
Additionally, UCETF has eradicated 401,458 illicit cannabis plants and confiscated 139 firearms, further
enhancing public safety and security.

Collaborative Approach



UCETF operates through collaboration among various state agencies, each playing a crucial role in bolstering
enforcement measures. Participating agencies include the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
Department of Cannabis Control, Employment Development Department, Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Cdlifornia National Guard Counterdrug Task Force, California Division of Occupational Safety and Health,
California State Parks, and Department of Tax and Fee Administration. This collaborative effort underscores
the collective commitment to upholding the integrity of California’slegal cannabis market.

Conclusion

As California continues its fight against illegal cannabis operations, UCETF remains at the forefront of
enforcement efforts, sending a clear message that illicit activities will face stringent consequences. Through
decisive action and collaborative engagement, UCETF aims to maintain the integrity of the legal cannabis
marketplace and safeguard public health and safety across the state.
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