
New Poll Reveals Weak Support for Florida's
Cannabis Legalization Initiative

A recent poll conducted by USA Today/Ipsos reveals the sentiments of Florida voters regarding the
upcoming marijuana legalization initiative. While a majority express support, reaching the required 60
percent threshold for passage under the state Constitution remains uncertain.

 

Demographic and Regional Trends

Support for the proposal varies across demographics and regions within Florida. Democrats show the highest
support, followed by independents and Republicans. Central Florida residents are more inclined to support
legalization compared to those in other regions.

 

County-Level Disparities

Residents in Broward County or Palm Beach County show higher support for recreational cannabis
legalization compared to Miami-Dade County. Disparities also exist between white and Hispanic Floridians,
with the former more likely to favor legalization.

 

Challenges and Opportunities for the Campaign

The poll’s findings underscore the challenges and opportunities facing the Smart & Safe Florida campaign as
it enters the next phase of outreach and education. Despite financial backing from various marijuana
companies, securing passage remains uncertain.

 

Optimism and Opposition

Trulieve’s CEO remains optimistic about the initiative’s chances, emphasizing potential quality of life
improvements. However, Governor Ron DeSantis has voiced opposition, labeling the proposal as “radical”
and expressing concerns about its impact.

 

Initiative Details and Criticisms



The initiative, if approved, would enable existing medical cannabis companies to sell marijuana to adults
over 21 and generate substantial tax revenue. However, it lacks provisions for home cultivation,
expungement, or social equity, which some advocates view as essential.

 

Implications and Debate

The upcoming November ballot holds significant implications for Florida’s cannabis policy landscape. As
stakeholders and voters weigh the potential benefits and drawbacks, the debate surrounding marijuana
legalization in the Sunshine State is poised to intensify.
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