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Virginia Governor Regects Adult-Use Cannabis
Sales L egidation

Republican Governor Glenn Youngkin asserts‘Cannabisposesrisksto Virginians and raises concer ns about the potential
impact of legalization on youth health and safety in his veto message

1. Delay in Accessto Regulated Adult-Use Cannabis

Despite possessing the right to possess and cultivate cannabis for nearly three years, Virginians face
continued delays in accessing regulated adult-use cannabis.

2. Governor Youngkin's Decisive Veto

Republican Governor Glenn Y oungkin’s veto of a cannabis sales bill on March 28 has halted progress
towards legal salesin Virginia, amove that contradicts the previous efforts of the Democratic-controlled
General Assembly.

3. Virginia’'s Cannabis L egalization Jour ney

Under former Democratic Governor Ralph Northam, Virginiatook significant steps towards cannabis
legalization, including legalizing possession and home cultivation in July 2021.

4. Concerns Raised by Governor Youngkin

Governor Y oungkin expressed apprehensions about the health and safety implications of legalizing adult-use
cannabis sales, citing various concerns including increased crime and mental health issues.

5. Advocates and Industry Respond

Advocacy groups such as NORML dispute the governor’s claims, presenting data that contradicts the
perceived negative impacts of legal cannabis markets. Industry leaders also criticize the governor’ s reasoning
behind the veto.

6. Public Opinion and L egidative L andscape



Despite Governor Y oungkin's veto, public support for adult-use cannabis sales remains strong, with a
majority of Virginiavotersin favor, according to recent surveys. However, Democrats lack the necessary
supermajority support to override the governor’s decision.

6. Implicationsfor Virginia's Cannabis Market

The veto postpones the establishment of acommercial cannabis market in Virginia, leaving only the medical
cannabis market operational with limited licensed businesses like Green Thumb Industries, The Cannabist
Co., and Jushi Holdings Inc.

Summary: The article discusses the delay in Virginians' access to regulated adult-use cannabis, attributed to
Governor Glenn Y oungkin’s veto of a cannabis sales bill despite its passage in the Democratic-controlled
Genera Assembly. Under former Governor Ralph Northam, Virginialegalized possession and home
cultivation of cannabis. Governor Y oungkin cited concerns about health and safety risks associated with
legalizing cannabis sales, sparking debate among advocates and industry leaders. Despite public support for
adult-use cannabis sales, the veto leaves only the medical cannabis market operational in Virginia.
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