
PA Lawmaker: Legal Weed Could Cut Fentanyl
Deaths

Pennsylvania Lawmakers Push for Cannabis Legalization to
Combat Illicit Market and Boost Economy

Pennsylvania lawmakers are intensifying efforts to legalize marijuana in the state, with the goal of addressing
public health and safety concerns associated with the illicit market. A key concern is the increasing
prevalence of illicit cannabis products laced with fentanyl, a dangerous opioid. According to Democratic
lawmaker Rep. Emily Kinkead, who is behind the forthcoming reform bill, legalization would provide a
safer, regulated alternative while also creating much-needed jobs and revenue streams for the state.

Lawmakers Highlight Health and Safety Benefits of Legalizing Cannabis in
Pennsylvania

Rep. Kinkead, along with Rep. Abby Major, circulated a cosponsorship memo earlier this month to gather
support for a bill aimed at legalizing adult-use cannabis in Pennsylvania. In a recent interview with WHTM-
TV, Kinkead emphasized that cannabis legalization is no longer an “if” question but a “when” and “how.”
She pointed out the growing concern of fentanyl-laced cannabis and other illicit drugs on the market, noting
that legal cannabis would ensure consumers know exactly what they are buying.

Cannabis Legalization in Pennsylvania Could Create Thousands of Jobs and Boost
State Revenue

The new cannabis reform bill is also designed to generate significant economic benefits. Kinkead cited the
potential for creating up to 30,000 family-sustaining jobs through the establishment of a legal cannabis
industry. This, in turn, would provide the state with new revenue streams, essential for funding public
services and long-term economic development.

Kinkead’s proposal also includes provisions to support Pennsylvania’s agriculture sector, helping local
farmers benefit from the cannabis industry’s growth by allowing them to sell marijuana to licensed growers
and processors.

Bipartisan Support for Cannabis Legalization, But Challenges Remain in the
Pennsylvania Legislature

Although cannabis legalization enjoys broad support among Pennsylvania voters, the proposal faces
significant opposition within the state legislature, particularly among Republican lawmakers. Gov. Josh
Shapiro has expressed his support for legalization, but the process is expected to be a “heavy lift” without
bipartisan backing.



However, not all Republicans are opposed to the idea. Some have even called for a “legacy” fund, where tax
revenue from cannabis sales would be used to make long-term investments in the state’s economy. A GOP
state senator recently defended the push for cannabis legalization, calling it “the most conservative stance” on
the issue.

Senator Calls for Legacy Fund to Use Marijuana Tax Revenue for Long-Term
Economic Investment

Pennsylvania Senate Republicans are looking to create a “legacy” fund using cannabis tax revenue, aiming to
ensure that the economic benefits of legalization are felt for generations. This proposal highlights the
potential for legal cannabis to provide more than just short-term benefits, but also contribute to sustainable
economic growth through strategic investments.

State Officials Prepare to Implement Cannabis Legalization if Bill Passes

Meanwhile, state officials are already preparing for the possibility of cannabis legalization. Pennsylvania’s
Agriculture Secretary has expressed confidence that the state’s Department of Agriculture is ready to oversee
the implementation of an adult-use marijuana program, should the legislature pass the bill. Additionally, top
health and law enforcement officials have assured lawmakers that they are prepared to cooperate and ensure
the smooth rollout of legalization.

Polls Show Strong Support for Legalization, but GOP Opposition Continues

Recent polls indicate that Pennsylvanians are strongly in favor of cannabis legalization, with many
expressing support for a model where cannabis is sold through licensed private businesses, rather than state-
run stores. While some Republican lawmakers remain opposed to the proposal, there is growing momentum
for reform, and an initial vote on a bipartisan cannabis bill could happen as soon as this month.

Governor and Lawmakers Stress Need to Act Quickly to Regulate Cannabis Market
and Eliminate Black Market

Gov. Shapiro has stressed that Pennsylvania is losing out on revenue and economic opportunities by not
legalizing cannabis, while residents continue to support the illicit market by traveling to neighboring states
with legal cannabis programs. “We should shut down the black market—and, by the way, every state around
us is doing it,” Shapiro said in a recent interview.

As the debate over marijuana legalization continues in Pennsylvania, lawmakers are working to build a
consensus that can bring both Republicans and Democrats together to address the growing need for
regulation, safety, and economic growth. The next few months will be crucial in determining whether
Pennsylvania will join the growing list of states that have legalized cannabis for adult use.
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