
Pennsylvania GOP AG Open to Supporting
Cannabis Legalization

Pennsylvania GOP Attorney General Expresses Openness to Future
Marijuana Legalization

In an interesting shift, Pennsylvania’s Republican Attorney General, Dave Sunday, has expressed a potential
willingness to change his stance on marijuana legalization in the state. While he does not currently support
the bill that passed the state House last week, Sunday has indicated that he is open to reconsidering the issue
in the future as he continues to review the details and impact of the proposed legislation.

This marks a notable shift for the Attorney General, who had previously voiced concerns about public safety
in relation to the legalization of adult-use marijuana. Sunday’s recent comments suggest a potential evolution
in his position, reflecting the growing debate over the future of cannabis legalization in Pennsylvania.

A Shift in Stance: Republican AG Open to Future Marijuana Legalization

While the bill to legalize cannabis was passed by the Pennsylvania House with support from Democratic
lawmakers, including Reps. Rick Krajewski and Dan Frankel, it still faces significant hurdles in the state
Senate, which is controlled by Republicans. Sunday’s comments add an intriguing dimension to the debate,
as they signal that even some members of the GOP may be open to discussions about legalization moving
forward. However, for now, Sunday’s stance remains cautious.

During an interview with WTAJ following the vote in the House, Sunday reiterated that he is not in favor of
the current version of the legislation. His hesitance stems from the concerns surrounding public safety,
particularly the potential for impaired driving and criminal harm resulting from the policy change. However,
Sunday stopped short of outright rejecting future legalization, noting that he would continue to review the
situation.

Cannabis Legalization and Public Safety Concerns: A GOP Perspective

One of the key reasons for Sunday’s initial opposition to marijuana legalization has been his focus on public
safety. In earlier discussions, particularly during a House committee hearing in March, Sunday emphasized
his concerns about the potential for an increase in drug-impaired driving if cannabis were legalized in the
state. He pointed out that his office’s primary focus is on fighting the opioid crisis, including fentanyl and
methamphetamine abuse, rather than cannabis-related offenses.

In his March comments, Sunday also noted his concern about the potential criminal harm legalization could
cause, pointing to the unintended consequences that could arise from widespread cannabis use and its
potential for exacerbating other public health problems.



The Cannabis Bill: A Fast-Paced Legislative Journey

The bill that passed the House last week, HB 1200, represents a major step toward marijuana legalization in
Pennsylvania. The bill calls for the creation of a state-run system for cannabis sales, with oversight from the
state rather than private businesses. This regulatory model is unlike the systems in place in other states where
private businesses manage cannabis sales.

The speed at which HB 1200 advanced through the legislative process highlights the urgency surrounding
cannabis reform in Pennsylvania. The bill cleared both committee hearings and the full chamber within a
matter of days. It now awaits consideration in the GOP-controlled Senate, where significant amendments are
expected before it is passed into law.

However, the state-run model proposed in HB 1200 has faced opposition from both lawmakers and the
general public. A recent poll showed that most Pennsylvanians favor a model where cannabis is sold through
licensed private businesses rather than state-run stores. The debate about which model will best serve the
state is expected to intensify as the bill moves forward in the legislative process.

Bipartisan Support for Legalization: Moving Toward Compromise

Despite opposition from some GOP lawmakers, including Attorney General Sunday, support for marijuana
legalization continues to grow in Pennsylvania. Governor Josh Shapiro has repeatedly called for adult-use
legalization, although he has not yet endorsed the specific state-run model proposed in HB 1200. Instead,
Shapiro has expressed interest in a regulatory system that mirrors those in other states, which rely on private
businesses rather than a state monopoly.

At the same time, key Democratic lawmakers, such as Rep. Emily Kinkead, have argued that legalization
could mitigate public health concerns associated with the illegal cannabis market, including the risk of
fentanyl-laced products. Kinkead and others believe that legalizing cannabis would not only provide new tax
revenue for the state but also reduce the public health risks tied to unregulated, illicit cannabis.

One of the key challenges for cannabis legalization in Pennsylvania remains the political divide between the
Republican-controlled Senate and the Democratic-controlled House. Senate Majority Leader Joe Pittman has
expressed doubts about the viability of legalization this session, citing the lack of consensus among the four
caucuses and the governor. However, Rep. Frankel remains optimistic, asserting that the state-run model is
the right path forward.

Senate Opposition and the Road Ahead

As the cannabis bill moves to the Senate, GOP lawmakers are expected to propose amendments that could
significantly alter the structure of the legislation. Sen. Gene Yaw, a Republican lawmaker, has argued in
favor of legalization, suggesting that the historical failure of prohibition shows that regulating cannabis could
be a better solution.

Meanwhile, Rep. Abby Major, who supports a more traditional private-sales model, has voiced opposition to
the state-run stores proposal. Major’s comments highlight the ongoing tension between lawmakers who
support legalization and those who are more cautious, particularly within the GOP ranks.

Despite these divisions, polls show that a majority of Pennsylvanians support marijuana legalization. Over
the last decade, opposition to the policy has dropped by nearly 50 percent. As lawmakers continue to debate
the issue, it is clear that public opinion is moving in favor of reform.



The Future of Cannabis Legalization in Pennsylvania

Ultimately, the fate of marijuana legalization in Pennsylvania hinges on continued negotiation between
lawmakers, with key votes expected in the coming months. The proposal for a state-run cannabis market
remains controversial, but it is just one part of a larger debate about how best to regulate marijuana use in the
state.

As Attorney General Sunday continues to review the details of the proposed legislation, it remains to be seen
whether his stance will evolve further. For now, his cautious approach reflects the broader GOP concerns
about the potential risks of legalization. However, as public opinion shifts and the legislative process moves
forward, Pennsylvania could be on the verge of a significant policy change—one that would make it the latest
state to legalize adult-use marijuana.

With the eyes of the nation on Pennsylvania, the state’s leaders will need to find common ground to craft a
solution that balances public safety concerns with the desire for reform. Whether the proposed bill moves
forward in its current form or undergoes significant amendments, the debate over marijuana legalization in
Pennsylvania is far from over.

Email: info@cannabisriskmanager.com | Phone: +415-226-4060

© Copyright 2025 Cannabis Risk Manager. All Rights Reserved


