
PA Senator Pushes Cannabis Bill After House
Proposal Fails

New Path to Legalization: Pennsylvania Senator Introduces
Keystone Cannabis Act Amid Political Deadlock

Pennsylvania Faces Renewed Push for Marijuana Legalization from Democratic Lawmaker

Amid ongoing political disagreements over how to approach marijuana legalization in Pennsylvania, a
Democratic state senator has announced a new plan to legalize adult-use cannabis through a regulated market
model. Senator Marty Flynn’s upcoming legislation, the Keystone Cannabis Act, represents a significant
departure from the House-passed bill that recently failed in a Senate committee vote. Flynn’s measure aims
to establish a robust regulatory framework while directing tax revenues toward community reinvestment and
public health.

New Legislative Framework Emphasizes Regulation, Revenue, and Equity

Senator Flynn’s cosponsorship memo outlines a regulatory structure that places oversight in the hands of
several state departments, including Health, Agriculture, and Community and Economic Development,
alongside the state attorney general and Pennsylvania State Police. This approach distances itself from the
more controversial state-run model that was narrowly passed by the House and rejected in the Senate Law
and Justice Committee just days earlier.

The legislation will legalize cannabis for adults aged 21 and older and implement strict standards around
packaging, labeling, and testing to ensure consumer safety. Importantly, it proposes the creation of a
Commonwealth Community Reinvestment and Infrastructure Fund, which would allocate marijuana tax
revenue—estimated at over $500 million annually—towards initiatives supporting public safety, mental
health, infrastructure, and substance use prevention.

Equity and Expungement Take Center Stage in Flynn’s Proposal

One of the defining elements of Flynn’s bill is its commitment to social equity. The measure includes
provisions to prioritize cannabis business licenses for individuals and communities disproportionately
impacted by past cannabis criminalization. Additionally, it will create a legal pathway for the expungement
of previous marijuana-related offenses, helping thousands of Pennsylvanians clear their records and
participate in the new legal market.

Training, Education, and Safety Measures Embedded in Policy

Flynn’s bill will allocate funding for public education campaigns around cannabis use and the risks of
substance misuse. These efforts aim to ensure that legalization does not come at the cost of public health and



safety. Provisions also include funding for addiction treatment programs and guidelines for maintaining a
safe, legal cannabis environment throughout the state.

Political Landscape Remains Divided Despite Broad Voter Support

The introduction of the Keystone Cannabis Act comes at a time of internal division within Pennsylvania’s
pro-legalization movement. While Democratic lawmakers continue pushing forward, GOP resistance in the
Senate remains a major hurdle. Notably, some Republicans, such as Senator Dan Laughlin, have previously
co-sponsored legalization bills but are now urging a more cautious, phased approach, starting with a bill to
enhance regulation over the state’s existing medical cannabis and hemp markets.

Despite this political friction, public support for adult-use marijuana legalization remains strong. Polls
consistently show bipartisan majorities of Pennsylvanians back reform, and many voters favor a private-
market model over state-run stores. Governor Josh Shapiro, who included legalization in his 2025 budget
request for the third consecutive year, has criticized the Senate’s rejection of the House bill as ignoring the
will of the people.

The Failed House Bill and the Push for a Unified Legalization Strategy

The House bill, championed by Representatives Rick Krajewski and Dan Frankel, aimed to legalize
marijuana sales through a state-controlled model. Although it passed the House along party lines, it was
rejected by the Senate committee amid concerns from both Republican and some moderate Democratic
lawmakers.

Now, legislative leaders are seeking to find common ground. Senator Sharif Street, who has co-sponsored
multiple legalization bills, remains optimistic that a revised measure—possibly blending elements from the
House and Senate proposals—can be passed before the legislature breaks in July. However, lawmakers
continue to trade blame for the failed efforts, with some accusing House leadership of pushing an unworkable
model and others criticizing Senate Republicans for stalling progress.

Diverging Views on Legalization Models Add to Legislative Complexity

Even among lawmakers who support legalization, opinions differ on the best model to adopt. Representatives
Abby Major (R) and Emily Kinkead (D) are preparing their own legislation based on a private market
approach, citing concerns about government inefficiency in running retail cannabis operations. Kinkead has
argued that a private model can more effectively combat illicit sales and ensure quality control.

These disagreements further complicate the path to legalization. While Democrats control the House and the
governor’s office, the GOP’s Senate majority remains a barrier to sweeping reform. Senate Majority Leader
Joe Pittman (R) recently acknowledged the lack of consensus among legislative leaders, casting doubt on
whether marijuana legalization will receive priority in the current session.

Economic Incentives and Revenue Projections Bolster Case for Legalization

Advocates for legalization point to the financial windfall enjoyed by neighboring states like New York, New
Jersey, Maryland, and Ohio, all of which have legalized adult-use marijuana. Pennsylvania currently forfeits
potential tax revenue to cross-border cannabis tourism. Flynn’s projection of $500 million in annual tax
receipts is echoed by recent independent state analyses, which forecast even greater returns under a robust
private sales model.



In addition to tax revenue, legalization proponents argue the cannabis industry could generate thousands of
jobs and stimulate economic activity in both urban and rural areas. Senator Laughlin has also proposed the
creation of a “legacy fund” to reinvest cannabis and gaming tax dollars into long-term economic
development projects for the commonwealth.

Additional Reforms Signal Broader Cannabis Policy Evolution

Beyond the adult-use market, Pennsylvania lawmakers have introduced measures to strengthen the state’s
medical marijuana program, including proposals to enhance lab testing and oversight. There is also
legislation that would enable small farmers and agricultural entrepreneurs to sell cannabis to licensed
processors if legalization moves forward.

These broader reforms reflect growing acknowledgment across the legislature that cannabis policy is
evolving—and that Pennsylvania must adapt or risk being left behind. A state survey of legal cannabis
businesses nationwide is currently underway, aimed at gathering insights to inform future legislation and
regulation.

New Bill Rekindles Hope, but Legislative Success Still Uncertain

Senator Flynn’s Keystone Cannabis Act reopens the door to marijuana legalization in Pennsylvania with a
focus on regulation, equity, and community reinvestment. Yet the ultimate fate of this or any legalization
measure remains tied to bipartisan cooperation in the divided Senate. With competing bills in the pipeline
and ideological rifts within both parties, the road to reform remains rocky—but the pressure to act continues
to mount as public support grows and neighboring states surge ahead.
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