
First Signatures Filed for Alaska Psychedelics
Legalization in 2026

Alaska Moves Toward Psychedelic Reform with Ballot Initiative
Filing

Natural Medicine Alaska Campaign Submits Initial Signatures to Launch 2026 Vote

Proponents of a groundbreaking plan to legalize the adult use and regulated distribution of certain natural
psychedelics in Alaska have formally submitted an initial batch of voter signatures, marking the first official
step toward placing the proposal on the state’s 2026 ballot.

The initiative spearheaded by the group Natural Medicine Alaska seeks to decriminalize and regulate the use
of psilocybin, mescaline (excluding peyote), DMT, and psilocin, while also establishing a framework for
licensed psychedelic-assisted healing centers.

From Grassroots to Ballot Box: The First Step in a Lengthy Campaign Process

In June, Natural Medicine Alaska announced via social media that organizers had gathered and submitted
230 voter signatures to state officials. If at least 100 of those signatures are verified, Lt. Gov. Nancy
Dahlstrom will have 60 days to determine whether the initiative qualifies for full petitioning—a phase that
requires tens of thousands of additional valid signatures for the proposal to make the 2026 ballot.

Legal Framework Inspired by Colorado’s Natural Medicine Health Act

The Alaska proposal draws inspiration from Colorado’s voter-approved 2022 Natural Medicine Health Act,
which recently enabled the first legal psilocybin treatment sessions in the state. However, the Alaska measure
is adapted for the state’s unique geography and demographics, with a strong focus on decentralization and
rural access.

Rather than adopting a centralized “healing center-only” model, the initiative supports licensed at-home
facilitation and non-commercial personal use under a “grow, gather, gift” framework. The goal is to ensure
access to psychedelic healing across Alaska’s remote regions.

Provisions for Personal Cultivation and Use Under ‘Grow, Gather, Gift’

Adults 21 and older would be permitted to cultivate psychedelics for personal use in areas no larger than 12-
by-12 feet and not visible to the public. Reasonable efforts would need to be made to prevent access by
minors. Gifting psychedelics to other adults would be allowed, but monetary compensation would remain
illegal.



Public consumption would be prohibited, with violations subject to a civil fine of up to $100.

Commercial Psychedelic Market Would Include Centers, Labs, and More

On the commercial front, the measure proposes licensing for healing centers, cultivation sites, product
manufacturers, laboratories, and distribution handlers. License applications would open no later than July 1,
2028. A key requirement is that at least 50% ownership of any licensed business must be held by Alaska
residents, reinforcing local control of the emerging industry.

Protecting Indigenous and Spiritual Use Through Traditional Healer Exemptions

The initiative includes protections for Alaska Native and Indigenous ceremonial use, allowing traditional
healers to facilitate spiritual practices without a state-issued license. These individuals must, however, be
recognized or credentialed within their cultural communities.

To support this framework, a Traditional Use Council would be created to develop best practices and
educational materials surrounding Indigenous psychedelic use and harm reduction. The council may
credential practitioners based on lineage, apprenticeship, or community recognition rather than formal
education.

New Oversight Structures Would Guide Alaska’s Psychedelic Policy

If passed, the initiative would establish a Natural Medicine Control Board within the state Department of
Commerce. This body would regulate licensing and enforce compliance. Members would include
representatives from public safety, public health, Indigenous healing traditions, rural areas, and the
psychedelic-assisted therapy community.

A Natural Medicine Advisory Committee, a 15-member group—would offer guidance on policy and program
implementation. This committee would include physicians, veterans, mental health professionals, tribal
delegates, and researchers.

Polling Shows Rising Public Support for Psychedelic Decriminalization

A 2023 poll found that nearly 50% of Alaska voters support broad decriminalization of natural psychedelics.
Support surged to 65% when respondents were informed about the potential benefits of psychedelics for
mental health—an issue especially acute in Alaska’s underserved communities.

In response, Natural Medicine Alaska is launching a statewide voter education campaign, appealing for $49
donations in symbolic recognition of Alaska as the 49th state.

“Alaska has always been the Last Frontier,” the group said in a recent post. “With your support, we can make
it the Next Frontier for healing-centered psychedelic policy reform.”

Building Momentum Amid National and Global Psychedelics Movement

Alaska is not alone in its pursuit of psychedelic reform. Oregon’s first-in-the-nation psilocybin therapy
program has been operational since 2023, and Colorado is now moving forward with commercial
implementation after its 2022 ballot win.

Meanwhile, Alaska lawmakers passed a bill in 2023 establishing a task force to study regulatory frameworks
for psychedelic-assisted therapy, signaling growing legislative interest in the field.



Federal momentum is also building: recent lawsuits and DEA petitions are urging reclassification of
psychedelics to allow terminally ill patients access to psilocybin under the federal Right to Try Act.

Legal and Political Climate in Alaska May Prove Favorable

With a population receptive to personal freedoms and medical innovation, Alaska may present one of the
most favorable environments for voter-driven psychedelic reform. The state’s wide rural expanse, high rates
of mental health issues, and existing precedent for cannabis legalization provide fertile ground for the 2026
campaign.

Should the initiative succeed, Alaska would become the third U.S. state to fully embrace regulated natural
medicine, placing it at the forefront of a growing international movement aimed at rethinking mental health,
spirituality, and plant medicine access.
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