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Hawaii Lawmakers Approve Medical Cannabis Access Reform
Allowing Patients To Purchase Marijuana Immediately After
Registration Submission Instead Of Waiting For Physical Cards

Amended Senate Bill Advances With Reduced Interim Purchase Limit As Legislators Cite Compassionate
Care Needs And System Efficiency

Hawaii lawmakers have approved legislation that would allow patients to access medical cannabis
immediately after submitting their registration applications, eliminating the need to wait for physical cards to
arrive as required under current law.

The measure, SB 3315, moved forward during a joint hearing Wednesday of the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee and the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee. Lawmakers adopted an
amendment lowering the one-time interim purchase limit to one ounce of cannabis, down from the two
ounces originally proposed.

Sen. Angus McKelvey, the bill’s sponsor, said the reform is intended to remove bureaucratic delays that can
prevent patients from obtaining time-sensitive treatment.

Committee Leaders Say Regulators Can Track Interim Purchases
While Personal Stories Shape Support For The Policy Change

Sen. Joy San Buenaventura, chair of the Health and Human Services Committee, voiced confidence that
regulators can monitor interim sales through administrative rules and existing tracking systems.

She said her support for the measure was also shaped by personal experience, recalling how her family
struggled to secure relief for a terminally ill relative.

“We tried every possible prescriptive ability and really needed that one-time use,” she said, explaining that
such circumstances underscore the urgency of faster access. For that reason, she backed the bill while
supporting the amendment to reduce the purchase cap to one ounce.

Medical Cannabis Access Reform Advances As Broader Marijuana
Legalization Efforts Stall In The Hawaii House



The bill’s approval comes as Hawaii legislators continue debating broader marijuana legalization proposals,
though momentum has recently slowed—particularly in the House.

Historically, the Senate has been more receptive to cannabis reform, and the 2026 session has followed that
pattern. Earlier this month, key House lawmakers announced that two legalization measures originating in
their chamber would not advance this year.

One proposal led by Rep. David Tarnas would have placed legalization before voters via ballot referendum.
But Tarnas and House Speaker Nadine Nakamura said the legislature lacked sufficient support to move the
plan forward this session.

Economic Forecasts Show Major Revenue Potential As State Studies
Impacts Of Adult-Use Legalization

Despite legislative hurdles, state officials recently released an economic impact analysis examining the
effects of recreational legalization, including tourism-driven demand.

Researchers projected Hawaii could generate between $46 million and $90 million in monthly marijuana
sales within five years of implementation, assuming a maximum 15 percent cannabis tax rate.

Past Reform Attempts Highlight Legislature’s Incremental
Approach To Cannabis Policy Changes

Lawmakers have considered multiple cannabis reforms in recent years with mixed results.

The Hawaii Senate narrowly rejected a proposal last year that would have increased the decriminalized
possession limit from 3 grams to 15 grams. Another adult-use legalization bill failed to clear committee
deadlines, while companion House legislation also stalled despite early committee approvals and extensive
public testimony.

Still, incremental reforms have continued advancing.

Gov. Josh Green signed legislation allowing medical marijuana caregivers to cultivate cannabis for up to five
patients instead of one. He also approved new regulations on hemp products, requiring distributors and
retailers to register with the Department of Health.

Expungement Reforms, Dispensary Product Expansion, And
Federal Policy Advocacy Reflect Growing Cannabis Policy
Evolution

Additional enacted reforms include a law designed to speed expungement of past marijuana convictions. The
measure streamlines a pilot program by removing distinctions between marijuana and other Schedule V
substances, reducing the need for manual criminal record reviews.

Regulators have also expanded the range of products dispensaries may sell to patients, including dry herb
vaporizers and related accessories, while clarifying rules around inhalable cannabis concentrates.



State health officials have voiced support for federal marijuana rescheduling and are rolling out educational
courses to train physicians and healthcare professionals as the medical cannabis program grows.

New Access Bill Marks Latest Step In Hawaii’s Gradual Medical
Marijuana Expansion While Privacy Concerns Linger Over Patient
Data Provisions

The broader medical marijuana expansion package signed in June included provisions to improve patient
access but drew criticism after lawmakers inserted language allowing the Department of Health to access
patient records held by physicians.

Advocates say the newly approved immediate-access bill represents another meaningful if incremental step
toward modernizing Hawaii’s medical cannabis system, even as debates over legalization, privacy and
regulation continue.
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