
Hawaii's Bid for Cannabis Legalization Stalls as
House Leaders Reject Final Hearing

Hawaii Marijuana Legalization Bill Fails to Clear Hurdle in House Finance Committee

The long-anticipated endeavor to legalize marijuana in Hawaii this year met an abrupt halt on Tuesday
afternoon. Representative Kyle Yamashita, Chair of the House Finance Committee, disclosed in a statement
that the committee would not entertain the discussion of SB 3335, the legalization measure, before a
legislative deadline later in the week.

This decision essentially terminates the bill, which had already navigated through the full Senate and several
House committees during this session. However, its progress faltered after narrowly passing an initial House
floor vote earlier this month.

Rep. Yamashita expressed, “The path to legalizing adult-use cannabis has been a deeply divisive issue.” He
cited numerous concerns regarding the bill’s implementation and reinforced the decision based on prevailing
‘no’ votes from committee members during the House floor proceedings.

Meanwhile, Democratic House Speaker Scott Saiki underscored “serious concerns by members of Hawai’i’s
law enforcement” as a pivotal factor in their decision-making process.

 

Advocates Regroup as Legislative Momentum Stalls

Despite marking the most significant advancement of any legalization measure in Hawaii’s legislature, the
bill faced anticipated challenges, especially in the Finance Committee. Nikos Leverenz of the Drug Policy
Forum of Hawai’i lamented the outcome, criticizing what he perceived as fear-mongering tactics employed
by opponents.

Representative David Tarnas, the bill’s sponsor in the House, remains undeterred, pledging to reintroduce a
revised version next session. He emphasized the importance of addressing concerns raised during debates,
particularly around public safety and health implications.

 

Uphill Battle and Ongoing Debate

The bill, spanning over 300 pages, mirrored a legalization framework proposed by the state Attorney
General, Anne Lopez, and supported by Governor Josh Green. It sought to legalize possession of marijuana
for adults aged 21 and above, along with provisions for cultivation and regulation of cannabis businesses.

Despite setbacks, advocacy groups like the Marijuana Policy Project remain resolute in their commitment to
cannabis reform. However, dissenting voices, including members of law enforcement and some Democratic



leaders, continue to oppose the legislation.

 

Path Forward and Lingering Challenges

As discussions around marijuana legalization in Hawaii face setbacks, lawmakers and advocates alike are
compelled to reassess strategies for future endeavors. With intricate debates surrounding public health,
safety, and economic implications, the journey towards legalization in Hawaii remains uncertain but far from
over.
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