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Empowering Entrepreneurs: Collective Action in
the Maturing Cannabis Industry (Op-Ed)

The cannabis industry has long thrived on a spirit of self-reliance, but now, more than ever, collaborative
action is essentia for its growth and protection.

A Cultureof Collaboration in the Cannabis Community

Since the inception of the Controlled Substances Act in 1970, the cannabis community has embraced a do-it-
yourself ethos. However, as the industry has evolved, so too has the need for collaboration and community
support.

Overcoming Industry Challenges Through Collective Solutions

Despite significant capital investment, cannabis businesses till face numerous challenges, including limited
access to financial networks and regulatory hurdles. Collaboration and specialization have emerged as
effective strategies for navigating these obstacles.

The Power of Collective Action: Lessons from History

Drawing inspiration from historical examples of collective action, such as the Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association’s advocacy efforts in the late 19th century, the cannabis industry can leverage
collaboration to effect change.

Anticipating L egidative Progress and Industry Transfor mation

With the potential passage of legidation like the SAFE Banking Act and rescheduling of cannabis, the
industry stands on the brink of transformation. However, it will require collective effort to navigate the
transition and realize the full potential of these changes.

L ooking Ahead: Building a Stronger Futurefor the Cannabis Community

Asthe cannabis industry evolves, maintaining a focus on collective action and community support will be
essential. By learning from the past and working together toward common goals, the industry can overcome
challenges and thrive in the years to come.

Conclusion: Embracing Collective Action for a Brighter Future

Now isthe time for the cannabis community to come together, collaborate, and advocate for positive change.
By harnessing the power of collective action, we can build a stronger, more resilient industry that benefits us
all.
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