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President Biden and Vice President Harris
Advocate for Cannabis Pardons

President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris, and atop Justice Department official have all
underscored the significance of “ Second Chance Month” by highlighting the administration’s extensive
marijuana pardons. This concerted effort from the White House serves as a recognition of the pivotal role
cannabis reform plays in the lead-up to the November election.

Continued Focus on Cannabis Clemency

In light of the president’ s 2022 directive, which raised anticipation for potential federal marijuana scheduling
changes, both Biden and Harris have once again emphasized the administration’s commitment to offering
cannabis clemency. Their recent comments and social media posts coincide with the administration’ s broader
promotion of criminal justice reform efforts, atrend observed over the past two years.

Biden’s Pardon Promise

During a speech at the National Action Network Convention, President Biden reiterated his commitment to
fulfilling his promise of ensuring that individuals are not incarcerated at the federal level solely for
possessing marijuana. This commitment aligns with his broader criminal justice reform agenda, which he has
consistently championed throughout his presidency.

Harris'sCall for Action

Vice President Harris, echoing sentiments shared during her White House roundtable with marijuana pardon
recipients, urged the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to expediteits review of cannabis
rescheduling. She also reiterated her stance on the need to legalize marijuana, emphasizing the importance of
pardons and second chances during Second Chance Month.

DOJ s Acknowledgment

The Justice Department, in commemorating Second Chance Month, acknowledged President Biden's
marijuana pardon proclamations. Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco highlighted the administration’s
commitment to second chances, while Pardon Attorney Elizabeth Oyer noted the transformative impact of
the president’ s commutation grants for individuals convicted of possessing marijuana.

Challenges and Reservations

Despite the administration’s efforts, the process of rescheduling marijuana faces challenges. A recent
statement from a DEA official indicated that it could take up to six months to complete the agency’ s analysis
of rescheduling recommendations. Additionally, certain DEA officials are reportedly hesitant to support the
administration’ s rescheduling push, citing concerns about marijuana s safety profile and medical potential.



Palitical Implications

Recent polling suggests that President Biden’s cannabis initiatives could influence public opinion positively.
Awareness of the potential for marijuana rescheduling under the Biden-initiated review led to a spike in the
president’s favorability ratings. This indicates that cannabis reform could be a significant factor in shaping
the political landscape heading into the upcoming election.

In conclusion, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the Justice Department’ s continued emphasis on
marijuana pardons and criminal justice reform during Second Chance Month underscores the
administration’s commitment to addressing systemic issues and providing opportunities for redemption.
However, navigating the complexities of cannabis rescheduling and overcoming internal resistance remain
significant challenges for the administration.
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