
Grassroots Movement: Cannabis Legalization
Effort Gains Traction in North Dakota

North Dakota activists are back with a new initiative aimed at bringing marijuana legalization to the state,
setting the stage for a potential vote in November 2024. This move comes as neighboring states like
Minnesota and Montana have already embraced cannabis reform.

Submission of the Initiative

The committee New Economic Frontier made the announcement on Tuesday, revealing that it had submitted
its petition to the state. This marks a significant step forward, two years after voters rejected a similar
legalization proposal.

Key Provisions of the Initiative

If passed, the initiative would allow adults aged 21 and older to possess limited amounts of marijuana for
personal use. Individuals could purchase marijuana from licensed dispensaries and even grow a limited
number of plants at home.

Regulatory Framework

The responsibility for regulating the program would fall on the state Department of Health and Human
Services or another designated agency. Regulators would need to establish rules to implement the law by
October 1, 2025.

Signature Drive

To get the initiative on the November ballot, advocates must gather at least 15,582 valid signatures from
eligible North Dakota voters by July 8.

Supporters’ Perspective

Mark Friese, a member of the sponsoring committee, emphasized the conservative and sensible nature of the
proposal. He highlighted the strain that current cannabis laws put on law enforcement and the courts.

Economic Benefits

Supporters also point to the economic benefits of legalization, including increased tax revenue and job
creation. Casey Neumann, CEO of medical cannabis companies, sees legalization as a boon for both patients
and the state’s economy.



Emphasis on Local Input

The campaign underscores the importance of crafting the initiative to fit North Dakota’s needs and values. It
aims to differentiate the state’s approach as more conservative compared to neighboring jurisdictions.

Legislative History

North Dakota has seen previous attempts at legalization, including bills in the House and ballot initiatives
that fell short. However, advocates remain optimistic about the current initiative’s prospects.

Conclusion

With neighboring states moving forward with cannabis reform, North Dakota activists are determined to
bring legalization to their state. As the initiative progresses, all eyes will be on the signature drive and the
potential for a historic vote in November 2024.
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