
Social Media Restrictions: Colorado Senate Passes
Bill Targeting Drug Advocacy

Colorado’s Senate has approved a comprehensive social media bill, SB24-158, introducing measures that
could lead platforms to ban users for promoting certain controlled substances, including state-legal
psychedelics, hemp products, and over-the-counter cough syrups. Here’s a breakdown of the key components
of the legislation:

Targeting Drug Advocacy on Social Media

The bill mandates social media platforms to immediately remove any user who promotes, sells, or advertises
illicit substances. While an amendment exempts medical and retail marijuana content compliant with state
laws, concerns persist about the broad impact on benign content related to substances like cough medicine.

Complexities and Criticisms

Critics argue that the bill’s language could inadvertently censor users discussing legal substances or medical
treatments. The legislation’s provisions on hemp products and over-the-counter medications raise concerns
about overreach and potential reporting to law enforcement for benign posts.

Impact on Psychedelic Advocacy

Advocates fear that the bill could hinder discussions about plant and fungi medicines, especially in the
emergent psychedelic ecosystem. The stringent regulations and state monitoring requirements pose
significant challenges to public education and individual expression online.

Social Media Policy Updates and Oversight

Under the proposed legislation, social media companies must update their policies and publicly post them by
July 1, 2025. Annual reports to the state attorney general on policy compliance and substance-related
provisions aim to enhance oversight and accountability.

Colorado’s Marijuana Industry and Policy Landscape

Colorado’s robust marijuana industry and progressive policy approach have garnered national attention.
Governor Jared Polis has championed cannabis reform and positioned the state as a leader in natural
medicine research, emphasizing the economic and public health benefits of legalization.

Federal Reform and Policy Dialogue



While Colorado continues to advocate for federal cannabis reform, incremental changes such as rescheduling
and banking reform are viewed as crucial steps. The state’s significant tax revenue from cannabis sales
underscores the economic importance of regulatory frameworks and industry growth.

As Colorado navigates evolving social media regulations and cannabis policy landscapes, stakeholders are
closely monitoring legislative developments and advocating for balanced approaches that prioritize public
safety and individual freedoms.
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