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Targets Illicit Vape and Cannabis Trade

Missouri Attorney General Launches Investigation into Illicit Vape and Cannabis Products

Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey has initiated a comprehensive investigation into the distribution
and sale of illicit vape and marijuana products. With a focus on safeguarding consumer rights and upholding
Missouri law, this investigation aims to address potential violations of the Missouri Merchandising Practices
Act (MMPA) and protect Missourians from the dangers posed by fraudulent or deceptive business practices.

Unveiling the Investigation: Civil Investigative Demands Issued

The investigation was prompted by reports of adverse health incidents both within Missouri and across the
nation, particularly incidents involving children. Civil investigative demands (CIDs)—a powerful tool
reserved for the Attorney General’s Office—have been issued to businesses suspected of violating state laws
by marketing and selling illicit vape and marijuana products. These demands aim to uncover any deceptive or
fraudulent practices employed by distributors.

Concerns Over Delta-8 and Delta-9 Products

Of particular concern are products containing Delta-8 and Delta-9, substances known to pose serious health
risks to consumers. Recent incidents, including the hospitalization of elementary-age children in St. Louis
County after ingesting Delta-8 products disguised as candy, underscore the urgency of addressing this issue.
Attorney General Bailey emphasizes the need for transparency and accountability in product labeling to
ensure consumers are aware of potential risks.

Crackdown on Illicit Vapes

In addition to Delta-8 and Delta-9 products, the investigation targets distributors selling illicit vapes or e-
cigarettes. These products, often marketed to young consumers, raise significant concerns regarding
deceptive marketing practices and potential health hazards. Through the issuance of CIDs, Attorney General
Bailey seeks to uncover any unlawful conduct and protect consumers from harm.

Commitment to Consumer Protection

Attorney General Bailey reaffirms his commitment to prioritizing consumer safety, especially that of
children. By subpoenaing documents and thoroughly investigating alleged violations, his office aims to
preserve the integrity of the marketplace and hold accountable those engaging in deceptive or fraudulent
practices. With consumer welfare at the forefront, Attorney General Bailey remains steadfast in his pursuit of
justice.



Conclusion: Upholding Integrity and Protecting Missourians

As Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey leads the charge in investigating illicit vape and marijuana
products, the state reaffirms its commitment to consumer protection and adherence to the law. By addressing
deceptive marketing practices and ensuring product safety, this investigation seeks to safeguard the well-
being of all Missourians, particularly children. As Attorney General Bailey asserts, preserving the integrity of
the marketplace is paramount, and his office will continue to advocate for the rights and safety of consumers
across the state.
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