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Pennsylvania Lawmakers Probe Liquor Regulator
on Potential Cannabis Retail Role

Two Pennsylvanialegidlative panels held ajoint hearing to discuss cannabis legalization on Thursday,
delving into various aspects of regulation and policy.

Examining State-Run Cannabis Shops

During the hearing, members of the House Health Committee and Liquor Control Committee explored the
possibility of having the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (PLCB) manage cannabis shops. Rep. Dan
Frankel, chair of the Health Committee, highlighted the potential model’ s similarities to the state' s alcohol
regulation system.

Addressing Regulatory Concerns

Lawmakers questioned PLCB Executive Director Rodrigo Diaz about the board’ s capacity to handle tasks
such as ID checks, security, tax collection, and product approvals. Diaz emphasized the need for clear
guidance from legislators on how to address these issues effectively.

Workplace Safety and Impair ment

Rep. Frankel raised concerns about workplace safety and ensuring policies prevent wrongful accusations of
impairment. Expert testimony, including insights from behavioral pharmacology professor Ryan Vandrey,
addressed aternative testing methods and the potential impact of legalization on unregulated products in the
market.

L egidlative Developments and Public Opinion

Lawmakers reflected on the series of legalization hearings held in the state, exploring various aspects of
reform, including social equity, criminal justice implications, and industry perspectives. Rep. Amen Brown's
recent legalization bill, along with Governor Josh Shapiro’s proposal, underscores ongoing efforts to advance
reform.

Fiscal and L egal Considerations

The Independent Fiscal Office' s revenue projections highlighted the potential economic benefits of
legalization, although challenges remain in navigating legislative hurdles and interstate competition.
Meanwhile, recent legislative actions have addressed issues such as impaired driving and firearm possession
for medical cannabis patients.

Public Support for Legalization

Public opinion in Pennsylvania continues to trend toward legalization, with polls indicating significant voter
support for enacting marijuanareform.



As Pennsylvanialawmakers navigate these complex issues, the joint hearing represents a crucial step in
informing legidative efforts to shape the state’ s cannabis policy landscape.
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